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Abstract

This study examines the impact of ethnic divisions on the
complex dynamics of armed groups in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo through an analysis of the structural relationship
between ethnic identity and political fragility. It is based on the
premise that ethnic affiliations are not merely social background
factors but active determinants in patterns of mobilization, the
construction of legitimacy, and the formation of local power
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networks, particularly in areas marked by a vacuum or weakness
of state authority.

The study highlights how the colonial legacy, including its
systematic policies of classification and social fragmentation,
entrenched structures of division within Congolese society,
thereby hindering the post-independence state-building process.
It further demonstrates that, in the Congolese context, armed
groups have evolved from being peripheral actors of violence to
semi-institutional forces where ethnic considerations intersect with
economic interests and regional interventions.

The study concludes that understanding the nature of conflict in
the Congo and assessing prospects for settlement and state
reconstruction requires a thorough analysis of how ethnic
identities are instrumentalized in the production of power and in
the reshaping of the political landscape, within a context
characterized by multiple actors, weak central structures, and the
entanglement of local, regional, and international dynamics.

Keywords: Ethnic identity, Armed groups, Fragile state,
Protracted conflicts, Colonial legacy, Local legitimacy, Political
violence.
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