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Abstract:

One of the main epistemological issues in theorizing international relations especially
from the positivist lens is the duality of interpretation and prediction. This study delves into
this duality and aims to solve it by emphasizing on the positivist theories, and their use of
scientific approaches used in natural sciences, focusing on its consequences like the scientific
determinism when treating social phenomena. Although prediction is the last stage of
scientific research, it doesn't differ from interpretation both in their epistemological and
logical structure. From this duality stems a lot of problems starting by the scientism of theory,
western hegemony, the science of international relation and the issue of constructing a grand

theory.

Key Words: Positivist theories, interpretation, prediction.
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