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University, 2019), P18.
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Abstract

Since the beginning of the third millennium, the African continent has witnessed
a remarkable expansion of Chinese economic presence, manifested in massive

Investments spanning infrastructure, energy, and industry sectors.



This expansion has sparked widespread academic debate regarding the nature of
this presence and its implications. Against this backdrop, this study seeks to
examine whether Chinese investments are capable of forming an alternative
development model, or whether they in fact reflect new patterns of economic
dependency, through a comparative analysis of the Ethiopian and Kenyan
experiences. The study concludes that Chinese investments cannot be judged in
absolute terms, either positively or negatively, as their outcomes are determined
by the institutional capacity and political will of the host state. Where a
developmental state model existed, as in Ethiopia, Chinese financing was
transformed into an effective development lever, while where good governance
was absent, as in Kenya, reliance on this financing produced clear patterns of

financial and operational dependency.

Keywords: Chinese investments, Africa, economic development, dependency,

developmental state, Ethiopia, Kenya, governance.



