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The Abstract:  Since the end of the Cold War, a new phenomenon has begun to
spread more and more, attracting the attention of researchers and academics due to its
significant increase during the 1990s and beyond, and its employment by various countries in
the world, especially the major powers. It is the phenomenon of the proliferation of the
private military and security companies. whose employment has become linked to armed
conflicts, the noticeable increase in their number raises questions about the nature of the
work of these companies and the role they play it as unofficial actors in armed conflicts, as
well as its relationship with mercenaries, and then the importance of their employment and
reliance on them by states and even international organizations.

key words: Private military companies; Private security companies; Mercenaries;
Privatization of Security; Armed conflicts.
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