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Corruption Offences Under Algeria's New Code of Criminal Procedure
No. 25-14 of 2025: A Critical Analytical Approach

Abstract

This study examines criminal procedure as a central instrument for combating corruption
within the Algerian legal system, in light of the new Code of Criminal Procedure (Law No. 25-14)
— the most far-reaching procedural reform since Ordinance 66-155 of 1966. It proceeds from a
fundamental paradox between Algeria's expanding legislative arsenal against corruption and its
limited practical impact, reflected in the country's declining position in international governance
indices, raising the central question of the extent to which the new procedural instrument can

bridge the gap between legal text and actual effect.

Adopting a critical-analytical method of graduated deductive structure — grounded in the legal
text before being projected onto reality — and drawing on foreign models and international
references, foremost the 2003 United Nations Convention against Corruption, the study
advances an integrative approach that treats procedural mechanisms as a single organic chain:
from special investigative techniques and specialised criminal divisions, through whistleblower
protection and the deferred prosecution agreement for legal persons, to provisional measures,

asset recovery, and international judicial cooperation.

The study concludes that Law No. 25-14 marks a qualitative leap in prosecutorial effectiveness,
comprehensive national jurisdiction, and restorative justice, yet its objectives remain contingent
upon effective implementation and upon safeguards balancing deterrent efficacy against the
inviolability of private life and individual liberties. It proposes legislative and institutional
remedies to bridge the gap between declared intent and practical outcome, and to entrench a
culture of compliance and voluntary disclosure as a guiding philosophy for the sustainable fight

against corruption.

Keywords: corruption offences; Code of Criminal Procedure 25-14; special investigative
techniques; whistleblower protection; asset recovery; United Nations Convention against

Corruption.
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1 Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative (StAR), World Bank/UNODC

2026 Lail> 6 ags dele MY @3 https://star.worldbank.org : s ]! 234l las

2 Camden Asset Recovery Inter-Agency Network (CARIN), established in The Hague, 22-23 September 2004. ;Mg
Sl dall g3 (ul8¥: Asset Recovery Inter-Agency Network for West and Central Asia (ARIN-WCA) , launched in
Astana, Kazakhstan, 2014.

> Global Operational Network of Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement Authorities (GlobE Network), launched by
UNODC in 2021.354 GlobE Network 23(S4 5l adl) Zolall Zonaseld 2libiwd! 8 pull Js 2021 guig 3 § callsl
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361 | 2 convention judiciaire d'intérét public, La loi du 9 décembre 2016, dite Loi Sapin 2, a créé une procédure, permettant au
procureur de la République de conclure une convention judiciaire d'intérét public avec une personne morale mise en cause
pour des faits d'atteintes a la probité. Cette mesure alternative aux poursuites est applicable aux entreprises, associations,
collectivités territoriales, etc. mises en causes pour des faits de corruption, trafic d'influence, fraude fiscale, blanchiment de

fraude fiscale et toute infraction connexe. https://www.agence-francaise-anticorruption.gouv.fr/fr/convention-judiciaire-

dinteret-public (consulté le 31/05/2026).
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