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Abstract: 

Contemporary wars have undergone a remarkable transformation in both tools and 

arenas. No longer confined to traditional battlefields, modern conflicts increasingly 

take place in the realm of perception and consciousness—arenas that have become 

no less decisive than physical confrontation. 

Within this context, the present study explores the psychological warfare strategies 

employed during the Battle of Al-Aqsa Flood, which erupted on October 7, 2023. 

The battle serves as a central case study illustrating the shift in confrontation 

between the Zionist entity and the Palestinian resistance from a primarily physical 

conflict to one that is deeply symbolic and psychological. 

The study begins by establishing a theoretical foundation for understanding 

psychological warfare, tracing its origins, development, objectives, levels, and 

tools. It then applies this framework to the Battle of Al-Aqsa Flood by analyzing 

the media content, rhetoric, and symbolic mechanisms employed by both parties in 

shaping public perception and managing collective awareness. The study also 

assesses the psychological effectiveness of both the occupation army and the 

Palestinian resistance in mobilizing internal and international audiences. 

Findings indicate that the Palestinian resistance successfully transformed the 

psychological battlefield into an arena of proactive initiative, enabling it to 

challenge the Israeli narrative and reshape the cognitive landscape at both Arab and 

international levels. A powerful blend of moral authority and symbolic legitimacy 

has led this success. Conversely, despite its advanced media capabilities and 

technical superiority, the Zionist entity failed to regain psychological dominance, 

signaling a notable shift in the moral and symbolic balance of the conflict. 

Keywords: Psychological warfare, media, propaganda, digital warfare, Al-Aqsa 

flood, Palestinian resistance, Hamas, Zionist entity. 
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 الأفلام والموسيقى والألعاب، الرموز والشعارات.

راتية، استعراض القوة، : العمليات الاستخباغير الإعلامية
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