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Abstract:

This thesis explores the special role of natural gas in Algeria’s foreign policy
during the Russian—Ukrainian crisis, by analyzing the geopolitical and economic
dimensions of the crisis and its impact on Algeria’s positioning in the

international energy market, particularly with the European Union.

The study is based on the hypothesis that the crisis provided Algeria with a
significant opportunity to reposition itself as a reliable and alternative gas
supplier, especially amid Europe’s declining reliance on Russian gas. The
research adopts an analytical approach that combines both historical and

comparative dimensions and is structured into three interrelated chapters:

. The first chapter addresses the theoretical and conceptual framework,
focusing on key concepts related to energy and foreign policy, and
analyzing the relationship between them as well as the importance of

natural gas in global energy security.

« The second chapter focuses on Algeria’s energy policy, examining its

development, infrastructure, and traditional export markets.

« The third chapter discusses the implications of the Russian—Ukrainian
crisis on European and Russian energy security, and how Algeria has
responded to these shifts by adjusting its strategies and increasing its

geostrategic energy presence.




The study concludes that Algeria must overcome technical and institutional
challenges to secure a lasting position in the international energy market,
despite its considerable potential, opportunities, and strategic location. It also
affirms that energy has evolved beyond a mere economic resource into an
effective tool with political and geopolitical dimensions, requiring Algerian
decision—makers to adopt a long—-term strategic vision in managing it within the

context of shifting international relations.

Key words: Foreign Policy Energy Gas The Russian—Ukrainian Conflict.
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Répartition des ressources fossiles dans le monde :

Amérique du
Pétrole 7.8

Gaz naturel - 6.8
Charbon : 1234

Réserves mondiales
{valeurs exprimées en Gigatep)

Monde

Pérole 1636
Gaz naturel - 165,0
Charbon : 462,6

Pétrole . 9.0

Gaz naturel - 14,6

Afrique

Asie - Pacifique
Pétrole 5,4

\\Jr , \ "_
% A
Moyent-Orient &

Gaz naturel - 136
Charbon - 163,22

Pétrcle - 15,2 Pétrole 101,2 "W WK R
Gaz naturel 13 Gaznatured : 66,2 s | PN
Chatbon © 335 'Chmb:\n 0,3 ._,“-—"“'.‘:_‘L'
: p b
o /;
L ),r
Amérique Centrale & sud ' Py

_ Pétrole 148

Gaz naturel 6,4

Charbon : 9,2

Source : Cartograf.fr, L'énergie dans le monde,

https://www.cartograf.fr/.
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Source; Oil and gas of the Caspian Sea (U.S. Energy Information Administration; U.S.

Geological Survey). uploaded by Rustam Miyliyev.
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oopération énergétique au Maghreb: quelles dynamiques régionales et internationales ?, Paris, Institut de relations
1 Coopérat t Maghreb lles d les et internationales ?, P Institut d lat
internationales et stratégiques, septembre 2023, p7.

ZRiccardo Albonetti et Luigi Manganelli, « The Trans-Mediterranean natural gas pipeline », International Journal of Project
Management, vol. 2, n° 2, 1984, p. 94-96.

3Coopération énergétique au Maghreb: quelles dynamiques régionales etinternationales ? , Paris, Institut de relations
internationales et stratégiques, septembre 2023, p8.
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IMeriem Djouder, Algérie — Italie: Un partenariat en pleine expansion, Publié le 03 mars 2025, Le jeune independent, https://www.jeune-
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2 The agreement reached demonstrates Sonatrach’s and Naturgy’s willingness to consolidate their long-term partnerships
started decades ago, 08-10-2020, NATURGY, https://www.naturgy.com/, seen on:31/02/2025.
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2 Naylor, Philip (2000). La France et I'Algérie: une histoire de décolonisation et de transformation. Presses universitaires de
Floride. ISBN. 0-8130-1801-3.
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Lalgérie: accord entre le groupe étatique Sonatrach et ExxonMobil envue de développer deux gisements gaziers, 24 mai 2024,
connaissance des energies, https://www.connaissancedesenergies.org/, vue le: 10/01/2025.

2 Algeria's Sonatrach, Occidental Petroleum sign MOUs on hydrocarbon cooperation, April 16, 2025, Reuters,
https://www.reuters.com/, seen:20/04/2025.
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1 Turkiye extends LNG deal with Algeria for 3 years, says energy minister,22 November 2023, Arab NEWS,
https://arab.news/gfmdc, seen on:02/03/2025.

2 By Petra Sorge and Priscila Azevedo Rocha, German utility VNG inks country's first deal with Algeria for pipeline gas,

Bloomberg, https://www.bloomberg.com/, seen on: 02/03/2025.
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