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Abstract :

The shift in Algeria’s economic orientations over the past decade reflects
a change in its strategies to confront structural challenges, foremost among
them the historic dependence on hydrocarbon revenues. This reality
compelled policymakers to redefine the national economic model and seek
alternative and effective mechanisms to achieve genuine economic
diversification—one that enables building an economy free from energy
market fluctuations, grounded in productivity, knowledge, and initiative.
Within this context, entrepreneurship has been elevated to a strategic tool in
the state’s discourse, not merely as an economic option but as a sovereign
political choice with social and developmental dimensions.

Entrepreneurship, in the Algerian context, embodies the state’s vision for
constructing a new economic model based on supporting individual
initiatives, stimulating entrepreneurial activity, and harnessing youthful
energies through the activation of an integrated institutional system. The
National Agency for the Support and Development of Entrepreneurship
(NESDA) plays a pivotal role in translating official orientations into
practical field actions by accompanying project holders and providing
support, training, and financing pathways. Within this system, university
entrepreneurship development centers have emerged as strategic spaces
linking universities to the labor market and fostering a culture of
entrepreneurship among students, aligned with the presidential discourse
supporting the knowledge economy and start-ups.

This thesis focuses on a field-based approach to the performance of
entrepreneurship development centers in Central Algeria during the period
(2020-2025), considering them a vital arena for activating state tools in
supporting university entrepreneurship, and recognizing the economic and
symbolic importance of this region. It also aims to understand the extent to
which the programs and mechanisms adopted by NESDA actualize the

state’s plan for economic diversification by examining the experiences of



trainees and beneficiaries and evaluating the impact of these experiences on
the creation of small economic enterprises and their integration into the
national productive fabric.

The study also seeks to clarify the interaction between the political and
economic dimensions in implementing public entrepreneurship policies by
analyzing official discourse, government programs, and relevant legislation,
with the goal of assessing the coherence between the announced theoretical
orientations and the applied field reality, amid challenges related to
financing, support, and sustainable project monitoring.

Thus, this thesis contributes to efforts aimed at understanding the role of
entrepreneurship as an instrument of economic public policies in Algeria and
evaluating the effectiveness of institutional approaches adopted to achieve
the state’s objectives of economic diversification, while shedding light on
the challenges associated with activating entrepreneurial action within the
university environment amid the ongoing political, economic, and social

transformations in Algeria.
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