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Abstract

The academicians give different labels for the expansion in the use of
social media by the terrorist groups. Some call it « electronic terrorism »,
others refer to it as « networking or digital terrorism » or «virtual
terrorism ». Most of the terrorist groups managed to have the needed
knowledge and the technique to penetrate the virtual world to a big extent.
The social media played an influencial role especially after the Arab
revolutions and its aftermath. Additionally, these social networks became the
most important tool used by the terrorist groups to plan and execute its
objectives.

The electronic terrorism phenomenon including ISIS and its spread in
the internet especially on the social media in addition to its influential role of
its strategies and tools made it necessary to investigate, study and analyse
« The use of the social media by the terrorist groups , the case of ISIS »
especially due to its techniques of weaponization and confrontation.

This study aims at diagnosing the real causes which led the terrorist
groups to use the social networks as a tool to realise their goals and to show
the extent of the danger of the electronic terrorism. Moreover, it seeks to
know the international and digital strategies that aim at confronting ISIS.
This study aims also to predict the future of the phenomenon under
investigation.

In order to achieve the study's objective, we analysed the data following
three different approaches which are the descriptive approach for proving,
the historical approach to discover the phenomenon's secrets and case study
to deeply analyse the studied phenomenon. This study concluded that taking
a number of fundamental security measures to face ISIS electronically can
lessen, to a great extent, the dangers of penetrations. However, this will not
be effective unless it is placed in a pluralistic politics having various actors
with internal as well as international aftermath.

Key words : Terrorism, the electronic terrorism, terrorist groups, social
media/ networks, ISIS
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