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Abstract:

The thesis addresses the impact of pre-state identities and loyalties on the failure to build a
citizenship-based state in Africa. In addition to enjoying rights and performing duties, citizenship
includes a sense of belonging and loyalty to a common national identity within a democratic
framework that guarantees freedom, equality, and effective political participation. The cultural-
political context of society aims to establish coexistence and tolerance Between the various spectrums
of the pluralistic society in order to belong to the national identity.

The thesis aims to research the impact of sub-identities on citizenship in Kenya, while also
examining the role of British colonialism. After independence, Kenya's ruling elites were influenced by
corruption, human rights violations against minorities, and ethnic-partisan competition over resources
and power between the Kikuyu, Kalenjin, and Luo groups. This occurred alongside international
pressures linked to conditionalities and structural adjustment programs.

The thesis reached a set of results, most notably the impact of the politicization of identities and its
obstruction of building a state of citizenship in Kenya. The Kikuyu group's power since independence
came at the expense of other ethnicities. However, despite various crises, Its political system has
proven its ability to withstand in light of the accumulation of root issues that have affected the identity
and citizenship of the Kenyan individual, such as land issues, the repercussions of globalization, and
the challenges of the COVID-19.
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1 How did the ruling Kenyan political elites deal with issues of identity

and citizenship after independencein 1963?

2 What is your assessment of Kenya's state constitution, the 1963 and
2010 constitutions, does it meet the aspirations of the Kenyan citizen to

build a state of citizenship of national unity or a common identity?

3 What is your assessment of Kenyan civil society on laying the

foundations for national identity and citizenship in Kenya?

4 What is your assessment of the extent of partisanship and political
openness announced in the early nineties of the twentieth century during
the period of Daniel arap Moi? What do you think of political parties in

Kenya, are they free, competitive or ethnic?

5 What is your assessment of the extent of freedom to express the opinions

of the Kenyan citizen through social media?

6 In your opinion, why were the elections in Kenya associated with

violence, similar to the 2007 elections?

7 What do you think of the Educational System in Kenya, does its live Up

to the Satisfaction of the masses of Citizens?

8 What is your assessment of the way the Kenyan political system handles
the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on identity and citizenship in

Kenya?

252



Al 5l 3a ke

iaia e Nathan Oduor Okoth :nd ae AW s - 01

Aalia 09:00 : deldl Je 2022 4bsa 04 @252  (ResearchGate Website

A. ResearchGate Website :

e Nathan Oduor Okoth (PhD. Soil Science Research

Assistant at University of Embu Kenya)

1. Kenya is characterized by the diversity of its ethnic identities such
as Kikuyu, Kalenijin, Lo, Liwa, Embu and Ujik, its rich history is reflected in
the Swahili language, which is constitutionally approved as the official and
national language. It was subjected to British colonialism (1895-1963) for
a period of 68 years. These practices were reflected in the post-
independence phase as well as the European settlement factor in
influencing identity and citizenship in Kenya. How did the ruling Kenyan
political elites deal with issues of identity and citizenship after independence
in 19637

After independent Kenya was governed by the constitution that
protected the lives, properties and rights of its citizens. However, regional
development was skewed towards the communities in power. This
happened till 2020 when the new constitution was promulgated
(Constitution 2010). With the new constitution, the devolved government

ensure equal wealth distribution.

2. What is your assessment of Kenya's state constitution, the 1963 and
2010 constitutions, does it meet the aspirations of the Kenyan citizen to

build a state of citizenship of national unity or a common identity?
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Any state is right, justice, equality, law, freedoms and independence of
the three powers: legislative, judicial and executive.
The constitution 2010 meets the aspirations of the citizens because the
services are devolved in their respective counties. Marginalization has
become a thing of the past. Furthermore, the national government uphold
the constitution that protects lives, rights and properties of its citizens. There
is rule of law.
3. How successful is the Kenyan political system in dealing with land and
minority issues?

In Kenya, every individual regardless of race, tribe or gender has the
right to own property including the land, and is protected by the law
4. Does the Kenyan civil society have an active and active role in urging
democracy, political cultural Upbringing?

There are a lot of civil societies and activists advocating for the rights
of citizens and fighting against any form of impunity by the government.
Even in the police sector there are oversight bodies advocating for the rights

of the citizens.

5. What is your assessment of the Extent of partisan Pluralism and political
Openness announced at the beginning of the nineties of the twentieth
century during the period of Daniel Arap Moi? What do you think of political
parties in Kenya, are they freely competitive or Ethnic?

The political parties are largely ethnic with a bit of cronyism. They focus
on interests, and would collate whenever there is converging interest.
Various regions have political kingpins associating with the political parties

of that particular region. The ultimate goal for any of the political party is to

254



Al 5l 3a ke

have a stake in the government. The competition among political parties is

however a fair one.

6. How successful is a Kenyan citizen in expressing his views and ideas
freely in the media and technology without the constraints of the ruling
authorities in Kenya in the world of globalization or open spaces? Where is
the talk about digital citizenship and global citizenship?

The citizens have the freedom of speech and expression in whichever
media channels. however, they are normally obligated to substantiate their
claims or statement lest it spread wrong information to the public, or be
misused by malicious individuals. Through social media and digital media
channels, citizens can freely communicate to both local and international

audience.

7. In your opinion, why in Kenya are the Elections associated with acts of
violence, Similar to the 2007 Elections?

Elections in Kenya has been viewed as a do or die affair. Politicians
strive to clinch power by whatever means necessary. This is due to the
privileges associated with political seats and opportunity to amass wealth.
In addition, they are still the belief that development in a particular region is
linked to fact that one of their own being in position of power in the
government. Thus, political kingpins are able to sway the tribal supports
behind them. In the process, they are able easily sway the emotions of their
supporters who can then be easily charged to cause violence should their
political ambitions get thwarted. Most cases of violence have been due to

claims of electoral malpractices among other reasons.
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8. What do you think of the Educational System in Kenya, does its live Up
to the Satisfaction of the masses of Citizens?

The old 844 system of education was used since the colonial period till
2019. It was criticized for being more theoretical rather than practical, hence
most of the learners where only able to be specialized at a very later stages
of the educational lives. It was at tertiary educational levels where
specialized could be identified. Moreover, learners ended up studying most
of unrelated things against their passion.
Therefore, a new Competency Based Curriculum (CBC) which was more
practical was introduced in 2019. Currently, there is still a transition. Its

effectiveness against the 844 being replaced is still to be determined.

9. To what extent has the Kenyan political system adapted to various
developments, whether local, national or global such as the situation of the
COVID-19 pandemic and its systemic repercussions?

Kenyan constitution was adopted from the USA, with few modifications.
The modifications were informed by the practicality of implementing certain
aspects of the constitutions. Other aspects engraved in the constitutions
have also been adopted from other countries including Tanzania, Britain
and even Germany depending on the aspect of interest. The benchmark in
other countries is still going on and adjustments are being made to counter
various challenges in the Country. The manner in which Covid 19 was

handled was also borrowed from other nations.
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1 How did the ruling Kenyan political elites deal with issues of identity

and citizenship after independence in 1963?

| think | already responded to the question above but let me add that
in addition to what | said, that citizenship has always been seen from an
ethnic perspective although there are problems with this given that some
border communities sometimes have a stronger affinity with some
neighbouring states. This is particularly with the Somali community which
sometimes wants to associate itself with Somalia. There is also growing
ethnicization in Kenya, particularly because of power dynamics, and thus
because the three presidents, Kenyatta (1), and Kenyatta (2), and Kibaki
were all from the Kikuyu community some people feel alienated from power
and the benefits that accrue from access to state power and resources.
Moi was especially keen on using his Kalenjin community to consolidate
power and thought that the Kikuyu were not keen on letting go of the
presidency. This is the reason why some members of the Gema (Gikuyu
(the Kikuyu), Embu, Meru Association) elite did not want Moi to ascend to

power after Jomo Kenyatta’s death in 1978. When he did come to power,
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Moi wanted to break the Kikuyu hegemony and managed to do it to some
extent by getting rid of the powerful figures from his government, and
directed state resources to either the Kalenjin community or others that he
could use and manipulate for his own political reasons. So, Kenya’s
identity and citizenship issues are complex although we have had a
relatively cohesive state with different ‘nations’ that were put together by

colonial powers.

2 What is your assessment of Kenya's state constitution, the 1963 and
2010 constitutions, does it meet the aspirations of the Kenyan citizen to
build a state of citizenship of national unity or a common identity? Any
state is right, justice, equality, law, freedoms and independence of the

three powers: legislative, judicial and executive.

There is no much difference between the 1963 and 2010 constitutions
because both had two tiers of government (mostly), the devolved
government, national and county/provincial. This only stopped because
Jomo Kenyatta wanted to consolidate power after challenges from Oginga
Odinga’s Kenya People's Union (KPU) that was banned in 1969. After
that Kenya became a de facto one party state until 1982 when Moi
amended the constitution to make it a de jure one party state. It took
another almost 10 years to reintroduce multipartyism in 1991, and many
years until 2010 to promulgate the ‘new’, the current constitution. The
Constitution of Kenya 2010 is quite progressive, and the bill of rights
protects citizens from state excesses. The three powers - legislative,
judicial and executive — are well defined and thus there is a feeling that
the constitution is good for the country. However, as always, things are
not always rosy for citizens, and the executive does not always respect
the independence of the other arms which has created tensions in the

country from time to time. The political culture is not well developed and
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thus there is a feeling that the presidency (and to a large extent the

executive) is more equal than the other arms of government.

3 How successful is the Kenyan political system in dealing with land and
minority issues?

Land issues have been thorny in Kenya for many years, and land
issues and rights have not been adequately addressed by successful
governments. The the Report of the Ndungu Commission on lllegal and
Irregular allocation of public land will give you a clear picture of the issues
relating to land, and particularly how and why the issues have not been
resolved to date. While a number of elites (and particularly the Kenyatta
family) own large chunks of land, there is serious landlessness in Kenya,
and land redistribution has not been well addressed despite various
attempts and state and political pronouncements since independence. The
report, for example, details the illegal land awards made to both the
Kenyatta and Moi families and former ministers, MPs, judges, senior civil

servants and military officers.

The minority issues, while not as thorny in Kenya, are not adequately
addressed either. From an ethnic perspective, the minority groups feel
alienated (whether job and resource allocation) although attempts have
been made to right some of the historical wrongs. These, however, are not
sufficient. Some communities, like the Ogiek, for example, are still fighting

for their access to land rights.

4 Does the Kenyan civil society have an active and active role in urging

democracy, political cultural Upbringing?
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The Kenyan Civil society has been at the forefront and been actively
involved in the struggle for democracy in Kenya for years. In fact, it is
recognised that civil society was instrumental in the reintroduction of
multipartyism in Kenya and thus democratic consolidation. Civil society is
still actively involved in monitoring such issues as human rights,
constitutionalism, the rule of law, and the performance of various institutions
like the presidency, parliament, and the judiciary. Their work has enabled
the development of a culture of political tolerance and respect, as well as
the rule of law. That said, there is a lot to be done, and there are indications
that the state has tried and to a large extent managed to emasculate civil

society in Kenya particularly in the era of the current Jubilee regime.

5 What is your assessment of the Extent of partisan Pluralism and political
Openness announced at the beginning of the nineties of the twentieth
century during the period of Daniel Arap Moi? What do you think of political

parties in Kenya, are they freely competitive or Ethnic?

Political parties in Kenya are largely ethnic and owned by ‘individuals’
who have used them for personal gain. They lack clear ideology and have
been reduced to instruments of seeking political power. This is evidenced
by the fact that parties in Kenya hardly last long, and there are always new
political parties whenever we have elections. They may be competitive (for
example the Raila Odinga’s Orange Democratic Party, or Uhuru Kenyatta’s
Jubilee Party, or William Ruto’s (the current Deputy President, and 2022
presidential candidate) United Democratic Alliance. But they are all
associated with certain individuals who use them as personal ‘property’.
This started in the 1990s when we started to enjoy some political openness
and space. This has gotten worse over the years though as political

alliances shift.
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6 How successful is a Kenyan citizen in expressing his views and ideas
freely in the media and technology without the constraints of the ruling
authorities in Kenya in the world of globalization or open spaces? Where is

the talk about digital citizenship and global citizenship?

Freedom of expression is protected by the Constitution of Kenya
2010. Article 33 of the Constitution protects freedom of expression, subject
to the exclusions of Article 33(2). And Kenyans have largely used this
opportunity to express themselves on matters they would not have done
previously (say in the 1980s due to state clampdown). However, there have
been recent attempts to roll back the gains by introducing certain
legislations, for example, the Computer Misuse and Cybercrimes Act, No.
5 of 2018, that limit some of the freedoms. There is growth of digital
citizenship given the levels of appropriation of technologies and people’s
use to the technologies to express themselves on even ‘sensitive’ matters

such as corruption, and misrule particularly by the current government.

7 In your opinion, why in Kenya are the Elections associated with acts of

violence, Similar to the 2007 Elections?

It is due to ethnicization, and competitive nature of politics and
elections in Kenya, and the belief that elections are stolen. There is also
the association of politics with development, in the sense that any political
goodies, accrue to the people close to those in power. This includes the

community from which the president comes from.

8 What do you think of the Educational System in Kenya, does its live Up

to the Satisfaction of the masses of Citizens?
The education system is all right. The problem is the quality and access

due to poverty levels. So, schools, for example, in urban places such as
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Nairobi will have better facilities, and teachers. Schools in rural and
marginalised areas have poor resources. This is somewhat cured by
devolution which has also devolved education to some extent. This means
that the development of some schools is left to the county rather than the
national government, and thus the expectation that the development of
schools would be done by people close to the grassroots. That said, the
current competency based curriculum is suffering challenges and it’s yet to
be seen whether it will address the current challenges and meet people’s

expectations.

0 To what extent has the Kenyan political system adapted to various
developments, whether local, national or global such as the situation of the

COVID-19 pandemic and its systemic repercussions?

Kenya’s political system has always been ready to respond to emerging
or current challenges. There is always thinking and strategies although it’s
the implementation that is a problem. For example, the moment we had the
first case of COVID-19 in Kenya, the government introduced lockdowns. It
allocated funds to fight the pandemic. However, due to corruption, some of
the resources were either stolen or misappropriated. We have thus had
serious challenges with governance in Kenya due to elite greed, and lack
of transparency and accountability, and sometimes political willingness to

deal with such problems.
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On Mon, Aug 1, 2022 at 3:15 PM Abdelaziz khalili
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On Wed, 3 Aug 2022, 10:48 George Morara Nyabuga,
<gnyabuga@uonbi.ac.ke> wrote:
' Dear Abdelaziz,

Please see below my responses. | hope |
have responded to all your questions but please let
me know if need any additional information.

Best wishes,

George

1 How did the ruling
Kenyan political elites deal
with issues of identity and
citizenship after
independence in 19637

Y Term  of
President Jomo
Kenyatta JOMO
KENYATTA (1963-
1978)

Y Term of
President DANEL
ARAP MOI (1978-
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Caroline Nyawira. Ph.D. Specializing in Microbiology. University of

Nairobi

1 How did the ruling Kenyan political elites deal with issues of identity

and citizenship after independence in 1963?

In the postcolonial state, national identity were the legal method of
providing identity and citizenship to all those born or naturalized within
specified territorial borders. An individual's claim to nationality is validated
in the public realm by legal and bureaucratic instruments, such as identity
cards, pass— ports, and voting cards. In contrast, ethnic identity rests on

grounds.
2 What is your assessment of Kenya's state constitution, the 1963 and 20107?

A top—-down approach has generally been used in the making of all Kenya’s
constitutions. Even though the constitution reflected the desires of

majority of Kenyans, It is a product that mainly suits the elites.

3 What is your assessment of Kenyan civil society on laying the foundations for

national identity and citizenship in Kenya?

Previously there had been hindrances to easy access to Identity Card,
However with the introduction of huduma, accessibility has been improved

cutting down on the previous complex time consuming procedures.
4 What is your assessment of the party path in Kenya?
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political parties provide the main avenue through which citizens are
mobilized and encouraged in a structured manner to participate in political

processes.

5 In your opinion, why were the elections in Kenya associated with violence,

similar to the 2007 elections?

In my opinion the violence was as a result of ethnic conflict fueled by the

perceived rigging of the elections by the government

6 What do you think of the Educational System in Kenya, does its live Up to the

Satisfaction of the masses of Citizens?

| believe that over the years the evolution of the education system has been
fueled by the need to create a wholistic approach to education. However,
the current CBC system has been faced with a lot of backlash due to the
implementation process. Those involved, parents educators as such

haven’t been properly equipped with the knowhow to approach this system

as it is tasking to all

7 How do you assess how the Kenyan political system has handled the

COVID-19 pandemic?

The COVID-19 pandemic did not fundamentally alter governance in

Kenya. National government

used a combination of public mandates, domestic security enforcement,
and diplomatic maneuvers in response to the pandemic. In my opinion,
the governments of Kenya performed adequately, perhaps even above

average, in the face of COVID-19.
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In the postcolonial state, national identity were the legal method of providing identity and
citizenship to all those born or naturalized within specified territorial borders. An
individual's daim to nationality is validated in the public realm by legal and bureaucratic

instruments, such as identity cards, pass- ports, and voting cards, In contrast, ethnic
identity rests on grounds.

2 What is your assessment of Kenya's state constitution, the 1963 and 20107

A top-down approach has generally been used in the making of all Kenya’s constitutions,

Even though the constitution reflected the desires of majority of Kenyans, It is a product
that mainly suits the elites.

3 What is your assessment of Kenyan civil society on laying the foundations for national identity
and citizenship in Kenya?

Previously there had been hindrances to easy access to Identity Card, However with the
imtroduction of huduma, accessibility has been improved cutting down on the previous
complex time consuming procedures.

4 What is your assessment of the party path in Kenya?

political parties provide the main avenue through which citizens are mobilized and
encouraged in a structured manner to participate in political processes.

5 In your opinion, why were the elections in Kenya associated with violence, similar to the 2007
elections?

In my opinion the violence was as a result of ethnic conflict fueled by the perceived rigging
of the elections by the government

6 What do you think of the Educational System in Kenya, does its live Up to the Satisfaction of
the masses of Citizens?

I believe that over the years the evolution of the education system has been fueled by the
need 10 create a wholistic approach to education. However, the current CBC system has
been faced with a lot of backlash due to the implementation process. Those involved,

parents educators as such haven’t been properly equipped with the knowhow to approach
this system as it is tasking to all
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1 The issue of citizenship was addressed in Kenya's 2010 Constitution when
Kenyans were allowed to have Dual Citizenship.

2 Kenya's 2010 constitution meets the aspiration of Kenyans because it
empowers Kenyans and has mechanisms to protect itself from mutilation.

3 | am not familiar with the role the civil society has played concerning dual
citizenship

4 Between 1978 - 1982, President Moi was a top leader in Africa. Following
an attempted coup in 1982, Moi consolidated his power by enforcing an
imperial presidency. Political parties in Kenya are dynamic and ethnic-based.
5 Kenyans have freedom of speech as expressed in social media. Kenya has
perhaps the best legislation in Africa allowing freedom of speech.

6 The presidential election was rigged in favour of President Mwai Kibaki. The
outcome of the election that Opposition leader Raila Odinga won, isn't in
dispute.

7 The new education system of the Competency-Based Curriculum (CBC)
needs more evaluation to ascertain if it'll meet the aspirations of Kenyans. As
of now, it's not easy to know if it's the best for the country.

8 The correlation between covid and citizenship isn't clear.
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E‘h Emmanuel Toili to you Sep 7, 2022

Hi Khalili,

Thanks for reaching out. I'll respond to your
survey as follows:

1) The issue of citizenship was addressed
in Kenya's 2010 Constitution when Kenyans
were allowed to have Dual Citizenship.

2) Kenya's 2010 constitution meets the
aspiration of Kenyans because it empowers
Kenyans and has mechanisms to protect
itself from mutilation

3) | am not familiar with the role the civil
society has played concerning dual
citizenship

4) Between 1978 - 1982, President Moi was
a top leader in Africa. Following an
attempted coup in 1982, Moi consolidated
his power by enforcing an imperial
presidency. Political parties in Kenva are
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E.Brian Waswala

MSc. Environment and Natural Resource Management

Asst. Lecturer at Maasai Mara University

Kenya

1 How did the ruling Kenyan political elites deal with issues of identity
and citizenship after independence in 19637
There are various ways, some of which include:

— Appreciated ethnic diversity and fostering of peace

— Used to reward close friends / allies based on ethnicity as opposed to merit,
thus disenfranchising others

— Used to propagate divisive politics during elections

— Channeling development away from perceived hostile communities

— Giving citizenship to those who merit and those brought into Kenya during pre -

colonial times e.g. Nubian and Wamakonde

2 What is your assessment of Kenya's state constitution, the 1963 and 20107

None is perfect.

3 What is your assessment of Kenyan civil society on laying the foundations for
national identity and citizenship in Kenya?
— Not so good. Most are done within towns as opposed to communities in the
village.

- Do not have the heart of those being affected.

4 What is your assessment of the party path in Kenya?
N/A
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5 In your opinion, why were the elections in Kenya associated with violence,
similar to the 2007 elections?
— Winner takes it all (jobs and resources to favour them) thus most want it to be
their leader

— Lack of decent jobs by youth

— Hopelessness and loss of value for life

— Poor law enforcement as ethnic militia are know

— Poor justice system that is not

— Use of vernacular media that spew ethnic division

- Elite using the poor for their gain

6 What do you think of the Educational System in Kenya, does its live Up to the
Satisfaction of the masses of Citizens?
| cannot speak for them, but the elder generation say it does not. It forces people
to think in lines of employees, as opposed to nurturing talent. It also does not
take into consideration the inequality of standard (teachers, equipment, distance,

expertise)

7 How do you assess how the Kenyan political system has handled the COVID-
19 pandemic?
Not professionally. They went campaigning despite the health regulations being

in place.
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standard (teachers, equipment, distance,
expertise)

7 How do you assess how the Kenyan political
system has handled the COVID-19 pandemic?

Not professionally. They went campaigning despite
the health regulations being in place.

On Wed, 12 Oct 2022 at 19:56, Abdelaziz khalili
<khalili.abdelaziz199033@gmail.com> wrote:

The information transmitted, including
attachments, is intended only for the person(s) or
entity to which it is addressed and may contain
confidential and/or privileged material. Any
review, re-transmission, dissemination or other use
of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this
information by persons or entities other than the
intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this
in error, please contact the sender and destroy any
copies of this information.

Maasai Mara University is ISO 9001:2015 Certified
P.O. Box 861 - 20500, Narok, Kenya
TEL: 0205 131 400
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Brian Waswala 13 Oct
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tome A
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From Brian Waswala « waswala@mmarau.ac.ke

To  Abdelaziz khalili - khalili
.abdelaziz199033@gmail.com

Date 13 Oct 2022, 09:43

&y  Standard encryption (TLS).
See security details

. 2

PhD Topic:

Addressing identity and citizenship in Kenya

Please doctor, | have questions that | want answered.
The topic of my study is about identity and citizenship
in Kenya.

1 How did the ruling Kenyan political elites deal with
issues of identity and citizenship after independence
in 1963?

There are various ways, some of which include:

- Appreciated ethnic diversity and fostering of peace
-Used to reward close friends / allies based on
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masses of Citizens?

| cannot speak for them, but the elder generation say
it does not. It forces people to think in lines of
employees, as opposed to nurturing talent. It also
does not take into consideration the inequality of
standard (teachers, equipment, distance, expertise)

7 How do you assess how the Kenyan political
system has handled the COVID-19 pandemic?

Not professionally. They went campaigning despite
the health regulations being in place.

On Wed, 12 Oct 2022 at 19:56, Abdelaziz khalili
<khalili.abdelaziz199033@gmail.com> wrote:

|

The information transmitted, including attachments,
is intended only for the person(s) or entity to which it
is addressed and may contain confidential and/or
privileged material. Any review, re-transmission,
dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action
in reliance upon this information by persons or
entities other than the intended recipient is
prohibited. If you received this in error, please

contact the sender and destroy any copies of this
information.

Maasai Mara University is ISO 9001:2015 Certified
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F. Dr. James Kamau Mbugua, Doctor of Phlosophy. University of Nairobi,

Kenya.

1 How did the ruling Kenyan political elites deal with issues of identity

and citizenship after independencein 1963?

After independence, the political class upgraded the Kipande system whereby
they encouraged people to have a small paper called kipande to show their
identity. This was not for women. The Kenyan government gave in and
promised that the Kipande system would be repealed and identity cards would

be issued to all of the races in Kenya.

2 What is your assessment of Kenya's state constitution, the 1963 and
2010 constitutions, does it meet the aspirations of the Kenyan citizen to

build a state of citizenship of national unity or a common identity?

The 2010 constitution addresses most of the shortfalls of the 1963 constitution.
It is a clear guideline on what we can do as a state to achieve social, political
and economic balance amongst the 42 tribes in Kenya. This constitution is
however violated by those in power through disrespect of rule of law and
corruption. The devolution agenda was an excellent idea on how service
delivery could be widespread. However, corruption was devolved which is a

major setback in execution of the 2010 agenda.
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3 What is your assessment of Kenyan civil society on laying the

foundations for national identity and citizenship in Kenya?

They have tried. Kenyan civil society have done exemplary task of ensuring
everyone is easily identifiable in Kenya. The rolling out of Huduma number was
a great idea. The high court disregard of this card was not fair as all

identification documents could be found in one setup.

4 What is your assessment of the extent of partisanship and political
openness announced in the early nineties of the twentieth century during
the period of Daniel arap Moi? What do you think of political parties in

Kenya, are they free, competitive or ethnic?

Moi did great in growing the political democracy in Kenya. This was during his
times in KANU leadership. He ensured that people exercised their right of
speech though with a lot of monitoring. He formed the foundation of everyone
who has been president in Kenya. In 1992, multi-party democracy was
initiated and political greed multiplied which has always led to regional political
party every 5 years. The parties are later folded to coalition to win elections.
After the elections, they breakdown to other parties with different names to

same agendas.

The political parties are never free as they are based on tribalism and ethnicity.
They appear appealing during the formation but along the way, the chairman
and leading class are corrupted and therefore, they lose their vigour and

agenda.
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5 What is your assessment of the extent of freedom to express the

opinions of the Kenyan citizen through social media?

There is enough freedom on this. However, this is always abused depending

on the matter at hand or the politics of the day.

6 In your opinion, why were the elections in Kenya associated with

violence, similar to the 2007 elections?

Tribalism, political immaturity,disregard of rule of law and politician incitements.
In addition, corruption and threat to the election officials played a key role on
this.

7 What do you think of the Educational System in Kenya, does its live Up

to the Satisfaction of the masses of Citizens?

Education systems perform the key duty of improving peoples way of doing
things. 8.4.4 was a great system which improved livelihoods and literacy in
Kenya. However, political and none experts interference underrated its purpose
with increase in technological advancements. It was turned into ‘steal exam,
pass and succeed’. This resulted into many unskilled professionals at work

places which inhibited economic empowerment

| hope the competence based curriculum will address these shortfalls and

achieve the mandate of why education system is key for a country growth.

8 What is your assessment of the way the Kenyan political system
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handles the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on identity and

citizenship in Kenya?

The political class has failed this country. They think they know everything.
They are the biggest perpetrators of corruption which interfered with how we
handled COVID 19. Assume a high school drop out advising a country on how
to deal with viruses in place of virologists and medical experts simply because

he/she sits in a health committee.
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1 How did the ruling Kenyan political elites deal with issues of identity and
citizenship after independence in 1963?

After independence, the palitical class upgraded the Kipande system whereby they
encouraged people to have a small paper called kipande to show their identity. This was
not for women. The Kenyan government gave in and promised that the Kipande system
would be repealed and identity cards would be issued to all of the races in Kenya.

2 What is your assessment of Kenya's state constitution, the 1963 and 2010
constitutions, does it meet the aspirations of the Kenyan citizen to build a state of
citizenship of national unity or a common identity?

The 2010 constitution addresses most of the shortfalls of the 1963 conslitution. It s a clear
guideline on what we can do as a state to achieve social, political and economic balance
amongst the 42 tribes in Kenya. This constitution is however violated by those in power
through disrespect of rule of law and corruption. The devolution agenda was an excellent
idea on how service delivery could be widespread. However, corruption was devolved
which is a major setback in execution of the 2010 agenda.

3 What is your assessment of Kenyan civil society on laying the foundations for
national identity and citizenship in Kenya?

They have tried. Kenyan civil society have done exemplary task of ensuring everyone is
easily identifiable in Kenya. The rolling out of Huduma number was a greal idea. The high
court disregard of this card was not fair as all identification documents could be found in

one setup.

4 What is your assessment of the extent of partisanship and political openness
announced in the early nineties of the twentieth century during the period of Daniel
arap Moi? What do you think of political parties in Kenya, are they free, competitive
or ethnic?

Moi did great In growing the political democracy in Kenya. This was during his times in
KANU leadership. He ensured that people exercised their right of speech though with a lot
of monitoring. He formed the foundation of everyone who has been president in Kenya. In
1992, multi-party democracy was initiated and political greed multiplied which has always
led to regional political party every 5 years. The parties are later folded to coalition to win
elections. After the elections, they breakdown to other parties with different names to same

agendas.

The political parties are never free as they are based on tribalism and ethnicity. They
appear appealing during the formation but along the way, the chairman and leading class
are corrupted and therefore, they lose their vigour and agenda.

5 What is your assessment of the extent of freedom to express the opinions of the
Kenyan citizen through social media?
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Ethnic Cabinet
Group Kenyatta Moi Kibaki
1966 1978 1979 2001 2003 2005
No . No ) No 7| No 7| No 7|1 No )

Kikuya 06 |28.6| 06 | 28.6| 08| 30| O1 04| 04| 16 06| 18.1

Luhya 02 | 9.52| 01| 4.8 03| 11| 04 14, 04| 16 07| 21.2

Luo 03 | 143 | 03 | 143 | 03| 11| 02 07| 04| 16 01| 3.1

Kamba 01 | 476 | 02 | 9.52| 02| 7.6| 04 14| 03] 12 04| 12.1

Kalenjin - - - - 03| 11| 05 17| 01| 04 02| 6.1
Kisii 02 | 920 02 |9.52| 02| 7.6| 02 07| 00| 00 02| 6.1
Meru 01 | 4.75| 01 | 4.76 | 01| 3.8| 01 04| 02| 08 02| 6.1

Somali - - - - - - - -1 00| 00 02| 6.1

Mijikenda | 02 | 9.25| 03 [ 143 | 02| 7.6| 02 07| 02| 08 03| 9.0

Others 03 | 143 02 | 9.52| 02| 7.6 07 25| 02| 08 04| 12.1

Source : Ben Christopher Nyabir and Zemelak Ayitenew Ayele, The State of political

Inclusion of Ethnic Communities Under Kenya Devolved System, LAW DEMOCRACY &
DEVELOPMENT, Volume 20, ISSN : 2077-4907 (2016), P133.
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Ethnic Communities

Counties

Kalenjin Uasin Gishu , Kerich, Bomet, Nandi,
Baringo
Kikuyu Kiambu, Muranga, Nyandarua, Nyeri,
Kirinyga, Nakuru, Laikipia
Luo Siaya, Kisumu, Migori, Homa-Bay
Luhya Kakamega, Vihiga,Bungoma, Busia, Trans-
Nazoia
Kamba Makueni, Machakos, Kitui
Kisii Kisii, Nyamira
Meru Meru, Tharaka- Nithi
Embu Embu
Maasai Samburu, Narok, Kajiado
Somali Garissia, Wajir, Mandera
Turkana Turkana
Borana Marsabit, Isiolo
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Waswajili, Durma, Giriama, Rabai, | Mombasa
Boni, Digo
Mijikenda Kwale, Kilifi, Tana River, Lamu
Taita Taita Taveta
Pokot West Pokot,
Marakwet Elgeyo, Marakwet
Mixed Nairobi

Source : Ben Christopher Nyabir and Zemelak Ayitenew Ayele, The State of political

Inclusion of Ethnic Communities Under Kenya Devolved System, LAW DEMOCRACY &

DEVELOPMENT, Vol 20, ISSN : 2077-4907 (2016), P P 136-137.

bl Aiaad) bl jal) aacy A0l Clabalial) Gullaa adl g Jsin 1 (04) &) Gala

Counties Assemblies Number of Parties
Mombasa 01
Nyandarua, Nyeri, Kirinyaga, Muranga, Uasin 02-04
Gishu,Elgeyo-Marakwet, Nandi Laikipia,
Kericho, Bomet, Siaya, Kisumu
Kilifi, Tana River, Taita-Taveta, Mandera 05-07
Marsabit, Isiolo, Tharaka, Embu, Kiambu,
Turkana, Samburu, Trans—-Nzoia, Baringo,
Kajiado, Vihiga, Homabay, Nairobi
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Kwale, Lamu, Garisia, Kitui, Makueni, West 08-10

Pokot, Nakuru, Narok, Busia

Wajir, Meru, Machakos, Kakamega, Bungoma, Above 10

Migori, Kisii, Nyamira

Source : Ben Christopher Nyabir and Zemelak Ayitenew Ayele, The State of political
Inclusion of Ethnic Communities Under Kenya Devolved System, LAW DEMOCRACY &
DEVELOPMENT, Vol 20, ISSN : 2077-4907 (2016), P P 147-148.
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