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Abstract

The international system has undergone rapid transformations in recent
years, characterized by the reshaping of the global influence map based on
new geostrategic foundations, control over trade routes and infrastructure
linked to cross-border energy gateways has become a central tool for
redistributing international and regional roles.

In this context, China’s Belt and Road Initiative emerges as a massive
project aiming to redraw the map of international interaction by integrating
economic and security dimensions. This makes the initiative a strategic
instrument for China to enhance its global presence, especially in the Global
South, Accordingly, multiple cases of engagement have been studied,
including Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Djibouti, Kenya, Ethiopia, and Egypt, to
assess the extent of the initiative’s impact in terms of developmental gains
and security costs, and to build a general understanding that helps evaluate
the alignment of its effects on Algeria and the challenges it will pose in the
future.

This study focuses on analyzing the dimensions of Algeria’s interaction
with the Belt and Road Initiative—particularly during the period from 2019
to 2025—while taking into account the historical relations between the two
countries, This analysis is set against a complex regional environment
marked by increasing security threats, especially in the Sahel and Sahara
region, where numerous developmental opportunities have emerged, most
notably in various technological domains on the one hand, and multifaceted
security challenges on the other, These challenges include developmental
dependency, administrative corruption, the Western Sahara issue, Algerian
maritime ports—specifically EL Hamdania Port—foreign relations, as well
as energy, and terrorist threats .

The study aims to construct a balanced perspective that considers Algeria’s
economic interests on one side, and the sovereignty-related, security, and
political stakes on the other, amid China’s pursuit to expand its influence
through unconventional means.
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