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Abstract :

In recent years, the Sahel region of Africa has witnessed profound security and
geopolitical transformations, making it one of the most unstable and complex
regions at both the regional and international levels. This situation is mainly
due to the rise of terrorist threats and the growing activities of transnational
armed groups, in the context of state fragility, weak political and security insti—
tutions, worsening economic and social crises, vast geographical expansion,

and difficulties in border control.

These transformations have contributed to reshaping the security environment
within the region and transforming terrorism from a limited local threat into a
transnational regional threat affecting the stability of Sahel states and regional
security as a whole, which has made this phenomenon a growing focus in

contemporary security and geopolitical studies.

With in this context, the study entitled “The Security Implications of Terrorist
Threats on Regional Security in the Sahel Region of Africa during the period
2012-2025” focuses on analyzing the nature of the relationship between terro-
rist threats and regional security, and understanding how terrorist groups con-—
tributed to reshaping the security reality within the region, in addition to exami-
ning the various repercussions resulting from the escalation of this phenome-
non on state stability and the regional security system, as well as evaluating
the regional and international security approaches adopted to combat terrorism,
with particular emphasis on the Algerian approach as one of the most in-

fluential regional approaches in the region.




The study also relies on the case study method to analyze the terrorist pheno-
menon within its real context by focusing on the Sahel region as a complex
geopolitical and security space during the period from 2012 to 2025, a phase
marked by decisive security transformations beginning with the Malian crisis
and the rise of armed groups, leading to increased international interventions
and the worsening of regional instability. In addition, the systemic approach is
employed to understand the interactions among the various actors within the
region, including states, terrorist groups, international powers, and regional or—
ganizations, within an interconnected security system shaped by overlapping
variables and influences, alongside reliance on realist theory, which is based
on the concepts of conflict and competition among states for power and inte—

rests in an unstable and anarchic international environment.

The study concluded that terrorist threats have become a major challenge to
regional security in the Sahel region due to their direct impact on state stability
and the increase in foreign interventions, in addition to the limitations of tradi-
tional military approaches in achieving effective and sustainable stability, which
necessitates adopting a comprehensive approach that combines security,
development, political dimensions, and regional cooperation in order to achieve

sustainable regional stability and limit the growth of terrorist threats.
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g% FRANCE'S OPERATION
== BARKHANE IN AFRICA . e

" 3
" MQ\DAMA
y
{

FAYA-LARGEAU 1

OUAGADOU
s

™ Headquarters and military base
# Regional military base

m Military base

O Permanent French military base

[l Partner countries (G5 Sahel group) Source: French Army

FRENCH FORCES DEPLOYED IN THE REGION:

3,000 troops (1,000 based in Mali and 1,200 based in Chad) 20 helicopters
6 fighter jets (3 Rafales and 3 Mirage 2000Ds) 10 transport planes
3 drones (2 Reapers and 1 Harfang) 200 vehicles
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