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Abstract :

This study argues that corruption, as a phenomenon, constitutes a
significant obstacle to achieving sustainable development. Preventive
mechanisms—whether international or national, institutional or legal—such as
independent national bodies, transparency, digitalization, and adequate
remuneration for employees, among other measures, are essential tools for
reducing the costs of corruption and supporting sustainable development.
Lessons drawn from the Malaysian experience are used to illustrate these points.
The central research question is: What role do preventive mechanisms play in
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, and how did Malaysia succeed in
confronting corruption?

The study employs a historical method to determine when
international anti-corruption agreements began and to trace key events in
Malaysia’s path toward sustainable development and the initial stages of anti-
corruption efforts. It also uses a descriptive-analytical approach to analyze and
describe the phenomenon of corruption, its dimensions and causes, and to assess
the Malaysian experience in attaining sustainable development and preventing
corruption.

The study concludes that corruption impedes sustainable development,
adversely affects social justice, undermines the efficient use of resources, and
hinders the realization of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals.
Consequently, international anti-corruption instruments that oblige states to
adopt preventive measures—such as independent bodies and codes of conduct—
are necessary. At the national level, institutional mechanisms, including
legislation and law enforcement in the field of corruption prevention, the
independence of anti-corruption agencies, and the provision of adequate
resources, are essential. Improving recruitment and promotion systems based on
merit and competence is also crucial. Malaysia’s relative success is attributed to
economic and institutional reforms and to eschewing reliance on a single, easily
implemented strategy; rather, successful prevention required sustained political
will, effective implementation, and independent oversight institutions.

Keywords: corruption, sustainable development, Malaysia, preventive
mechanisms, international anti-corruption conventions, governa
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