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4 John W. Burton, « Conflict Resolution The Human Dimension, the international journal

of peace studies in the site »: http://www.gmu.edu/programs/icar/ijps/vol3_1/burton.htm
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!African Development Bank group <2023 West Africa Economic Outlook : region’s
economic growth falls but medium-term forecast suggests return to level above 4%,
(Abidjan : African Development Bank group,31/07/2023), p.18.
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Abstract
West Africa faces significant challenges due to ongoing conflicts that stem from
a complex interplay of internal and external factors. These include ethnic
diversity, corruption, and poverty, as well as external interventions and
competition among global powers. These intertwined causes create a fertile
ground for conflicts. The resulting conflicts have profound humanitarian,
economic, and political impacts, affecting the lives of millions and hindering
development and stability. However, efforts to manage these conflicts through
regional and international initiatives, political dialogue, and economic
development offer a glimmer of hope for achieving lasting peace. Addressing
conflicts in West Africa requires a comprehensive understanding of their root
causes and consequences, and the implementation of integrated, holistic
solutions that meet the needs of local communities and enhance regional and
international cooperation. Only through these collective efforts can the region
overcome its troubled past and move towards a more stable and prosperous
future.
Keywords : West Africa, conflicts, European colonialism, International
competitions, African Union, ECOWAS.
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