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1 “Pragmatism,” Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, accessed March 9, 2026.
https://iep.utm.edu/pragmati/

2 “Pragmatism: History of Pragmatism,” Encyclopaedia Britannica, accessed April 10, 2026,
https://www.britannica.com/topic/pragmatism-philosophy/History-of-pragmatism.

3 Amon Barros and Scott Taylor, “Think Tanks, Business and Civil Society: The Ethics of
Promoting Pro-corporate Ideologies,” Journal of Business Ethics (2018): p510,

4 1Ibid.,517.
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1 “About,” Carnegie Middle East Center, accessed March 10, 2026,

https://www.carnegie-mec.org/about.

2 “Our History”, Brookings Institution, accessed March 10 2026,
https://www.brookings.edu/about-us/our-history/

3 “Celebrating a Century”,Council on Foreign Relations, accessed March 10 2026,

https://www.cfr.org/celebrating-a-century/

4 R.Kent Weaver, "The Changing World of Think Tanks," PS: Political Science and
Politics 22, no. 3 (September 1989): p564.

5 Donald E. Abelson, The Business of Ideas: The Think Tank Industry in the USA
(London: Routledge, 2009), p218.
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1 The Heritage Foundation, "About Heritage," (2026 (= 9 g3y & )),
https://www.heritage.org/about-heritage.

2 Heritage Foundation, Mandate for Leadership: The Conservative Promise (Washington,
DC: Heritage Foundation, 2023), accessed March 9, 2026,
https://www.heritage.org/conservatism/commentary/project-2025

3 Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Reagan Doctrine,” accessed March 9, 2026,
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Reagan-Doctrine

4  American Enterprise Institute, “About AEI,” accessed March 9, 2026,
https://www.aei.org/about/

5 Cato Institute, “About Cato”, accessed March 9, 2026, https://www.cato.org/about

30


https://www.cato.org/about
https://www.aei.org/about/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Reagan-Doctrine
https://www.heritage.org/conservatism/commentary/project-2025
https://www.heritage.org/about-heritage

iS50 ¥! oy 51 s bl el g 5SA1 3ST30 1 J o Sl

iy il Epwlpd] 0@lglsl puSs cillae e W S5 Com dganyll ool
daale Wlguig wlidile pady (Wlegdro JSi e wlwlyddly &gl o dowly e Sis

B> Lok pials 35315 arr Siludl (Ssadl udsl) s 35318 sgna J2o ' Jae tysg
(09uss 3ylacyy Gl budyall dsadly aMadl auwsSs $Sseg dblydandlly oLl
R [ Y ES| I WP DOPAT IR SPRRVE YN I Y03 e LRV [ ST DON PRSP T -N--WPC = PRV

95 e Beadl Spadl dny 51 530 sl

dosSodl oY ol lilg 158 oy sals5 @ Sl 3STye ol Joill Say 053 pats o e Tals
sino el colosly sl g8ly plal cuyasll (il glhaa 6 lgwdl @uorg 45 yadl
dg> | dabdl <lS @f ey el dbolyBordl l@ienl s gaaiud ¥ ooy
S8l 3S1ye adlze o limg 6 yaball dpuload] ddoguall Jamss ol (o8 833l llal & yl5-
g3 S JLadl pe ool o dludy wiye 3] Baslg Sl e 35 @ 53,33 0o o] @
Blal I Loyl e @ oy Ll duale 3S15e lajlaely olyy o (gsudl
b Sl pamall &8 g b JSan byl Jesadl lia ol Lasdg e gloal
S St yigg doeabdy plizd licl 8 s WS @yl sie wizal LS8 dluwse
se gBAl 8 dxlyo 4T coveoly Lalall zigadl ge 3Shall ole waayl @l

ol lglas g s diuma danln Olga o3

laily del>e cl> ol lgzisle 205 @ ilimay dapludl JLa¥l JS ol 5530 o] jaog WS
dg o3ut oo wilisag e 35 3Sye JS ol waSTy Sl 3S1he 5 Bilgl g ol Lol
SO 8lls SIBUI Jlayl B leesi o Bagydy Bisate dandlyialy wilad dime Bgyb

2 >y 3l g dalell dusledl

el ¢ e s S30) iy so¥) Laa LA deslscd) A8 Luca B o] W09 S8 S pa g Ranib s pus e 1
922 ¢(2015-2014 cAouland) o slall Lilall duila )

dnals Apnbind) o glall (A Siules She) "4 ol a i) debssal) acy (A S8 JS) g0 gt b Iy K3 2
1622 ¢(2015-2014 dansbuad o shall 5 (3 soaldl A0S (Jana ¢ am (g (anall dess

k) DA dalal) Al S dgaay Ulaa 3 48655 5 a]) 2o Bau) (58 5all Gl O SSAL paall e
Gasa el gise Jes laY) dslSa 8 350 el dail 48 Ji Q001 s 21 b ohidl s Y
bl dawd e g3hY S v 1] Sleas d2an G Al Gla )Y AsalSad gl 2 5eal)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omPhLPBuy90&t=3418s: »c

31


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omPhLPBuy90&t=3418s

iS50 ¥! oy 51 s bl el g 5SA1 3ST30 1 J o Sl

rallellg Basciall wldgll 8 ySall 3STsal sl sl @8lgI %

da0l> 0 2020 »le) Global-Go to Think Tanks oyx50 8 (Sl clas] cuwsy
Ll J55 3] dscnga 11,175 o0 allall gozaall e Sall 38150 ¢ B iy lalucy
Losol Ll dondiza (Jlaxil o %3033 Jaas 1355 3,389 Lalle Jo¥l &all podl
dggidl Kysal mguds 13530 2,397 eegius 3l adladdl Kyyals 13550 2,932 @i 3
3ol 39 %6.08 I clymeall wgin Liysdl das gy lagd Y%10.55 deis Lrwgllg
" allll ¢ sanall (40 %5.36 Lyl Jladig brwg¥l Gyl ddlaz

2020 dud 0 IBENI ows ySAI 3ST30 2363 duwdd o323 1 (1) dayysdl

10,55%

Source: James G. McGann, 2020 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report
(Philadelphia: Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program, University of
Pennsylvania, 2021), p43.

1 James G. McGann, 2020 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report (Philadelphia: Think
Tanks and Civil Societies Program, University of Pennsylvania, 2021), p43.
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Source: James G. McGann, 2020 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report (Philadelphia:
Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program, University of Pennsylvania, 2021), p43.
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1 Ibid.

33



iS50 ¥! oy 51 s bl el g 5SA1 3ST30 1 J o Sl

2015 & @B o @lall 8 5SAll 38150 wei:(1) Jsadl

® Asla u Central & South America = Europe
~ Middle East & North Africa = North America u Oceania
H Sub-Saharan Africa

Source: Rongying Zhao, Mingkun Wei, and Wei Quan, "Evolution of Think Tanks Studies in
View of a Scientometrics Perspective,” Knowledge Organization 44, no. 5 (2017): p341.
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2 Ibid., p48.
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Source: James G. McGann, 2020 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report (Philadelphia:
Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program, University of Pennsylvania, 2021), p48.
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3 Rich, Think Tanks, Public Policy, and the Politics of Expertise, p48.

4 Lipton, Eric, Brooke Williams, and Nicholas Confessore. “Foreign Powers Buy Influence at
Think Tanks.” The New York Times, September 6, 2014.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/us/politics/foreign-powers-buy-influence-at-think-
tanks.html.

1 Ben Freeman and Nick Cleveland-Stout, "Big Ideas and Big Money: Think Tank Funding
in America," Quincy Brief No. 68 (Washington, DC: Quincy Institute for Responsible
Statecraft, January 2025), p 2,17.

2 1Ibid.,17,18-19.

3 Ibid.,20.
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Top Five Foreign Goverment Donors to Think Tanks, 2019-2023

Atlantic Council

$13,366,000

Center for Strategic and International Studies
$410,000

__International Peace Institute
United Unknown
Arab Emirates

$16,795,000 Middle East Institute

$9,113,971
Pacific Council
$50,000

RAND
$5,300,000

Wilson Center
B $205,000

o Aspen Institute
$1,285,000

Brookings Institution
$10,475,000

United Kingdom
$15,548,823

Qatar
$9,195,000

Canada

$8,654,405 Carnegie End: t for Inter | Peace

$5,700,000
Center for a New American Security

$375,001
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments
Germany Unknown
$8,496,251

German Marshall Fund
$6,022,007

_ Peterson Institute for International Economics
$25,000

Stimson Center
$6,287,552

Chicago Council on Global Affairs
$14,947

Inter-American Dialogue

Foreign government funding includes any subdivision of a foreign government, such as a Defense or Foreign $10,000
Affairs Ministry. It also includes businesses that are owned or under the control of a foreign government, such as Hudson Institute
state-owned oil companies. The chart above includes only the top five foreign government donors by minimum $50,000
contributions; for the full database go to thinktankfundingtracker.org.

Source: Ben Freeman and Nick Cleveland-Stout, ""Big Ideas and Big Money: Think
Tank Funding in America,"” Quincy Brief no. 68 (Washington, DC: Quincy Institute for
Responsible Statecraft, January 2025), p18.
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Top Think Tanks Funded by Foreign Governments

Minimum Received,
Think Tank 2019-2023

Atlantic Council $20,883,000

Brookings Institution $17,150,001

German Marshall Fund $16,168,022

RAND $12,400,000

Stimson Center $11,632,261

Middle East Institute $10,631,648

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace $10,565,011

Center for a New American Security

Center for Strategic and International Studies

Peterson Institute for International Economics ‘ $1,725,019
Aspen Institute $1,551,000

Hudson Institute $1,265,000

Center for American Progress $600,000

Wilson Center $591,000

Inter-American Dialogue $325,000

Foreign government funding includes any subdivision of a foreign government, such as a
Defense or Foreign Affairs Ministry. It also includes businesses that are owned or under
the control of a foreign government, such as state-owned oil companies and multilateral
organizations that the U.S. government contributes to such as NATO.

Source: Freeman and Cleveland-Stout, “Big Ideas and Big Money: Think
Tank Funding in America”, p20.
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1 Ibid., 17,20.
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Top Think Tanks Funded by the U.S. Government

Minimum Received,

Think Tank 2019-2023

RAND $1,409,000,000

Wilson Center $51,692,380

Stimson Center $8,742,990

Atlantic Council $8,081,001

Aspen Institute $6,235,000

Center for a New American Security $3,985,000
German Marshall Fund $3,235,009

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace $3,180,001
Brookings Institution $1,820,002
Inter-American Dialogue $356,000

U.S. government funding includes all federal government funding and, when possible,
delineates the specific office and department that federal funds originate from.

Source: Freeman and Cleveland-Stout, “Big Ideas and Big Money: Think
Tank Funding in America”, p27.

2 Ibid,, 26.
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Top U.S. Government Donors to Think Tanks, 2019-2023

U.S. Department of Defense $783,450,539
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services $305,900,000
LS. Department of Homeland Security $259,250,000
US. Government, “other” federal agencies® $71,200,000
US. Congress $51,642,380

US. Department of State | $11,630,168
U.S. Department of Energy | $5,746,355

United States Agency for International Development J| $5,535,000

Source: Freeman and Cleveland-Stout, “Big Ideas and Big Money: Think Tank
Funding in America”, p27.
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A8 gyggandl D3l o b cuay wlis dngl wld rdadlall Sl 3STae

Cato) gilS sg=e o (Heritage Foundation) zcusd dwwde &1 1S3

(Institute

SPhiagdl il e cayd eadl gylug ax gl wld Lag tddludll SAl ST %
awds psiy oAl (Center of American Progress) Suyeldl paidl 3Sse J2o
Ol mazmall goilly dxgdl Llod gllay Leass” 6l Lawyl asdse 3
(CFR) &yl M)l yulons g (3208 933 3¢ 1205 1S 7 Jasl|

1 Center for American Progress, “About Us,” accessed March 7, 2026,
https://www.americanprogress.org/about-us/.
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1 McGann, Global Go To Think Tank Index 2020, p43.
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1 Thomas Medvetz, “US Think Tanks in the Field of State Power,” Actes de la recherche en
sciences sociales 200, no. 5 (2013): p48.

2 Thomas Medvetz, Think Tanks in America (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012),
p32.

3 Ibid.
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POLITICAL FIELD

FIELD OF KNOWLEDGE
PRODUCTION State agency

Party

ECONOMIC FIELD

Social
move. org

Public policy Lobbying
University school /\ firm E:;:Jr\rejﬁi;%rpuratlon
Space of

p
Academic policy think tanks > Trade

research inst. \ / association

Policy journal
Political "blogosphere”

Journalism Newspaper Commercial
school magazine

MEDIA FIELD

Source: Helen Dempster and Catarina Afonso dos Santos, “The ‘Triple Threat’

Facing Think Tanks,” Center for Global Development, March 10, 2026, https://ww
w.cgdev.org/blog/triple-threat-facing-think-tanks.
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2 James N. Rosenau, "Pre-theories and Theories of Foreign Policy," in R. Barry Farrell, ed.,
Approaches to Comparative and International Politics (Evanston: Northwestern University
Press, 1966), p 98.
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1 The White House, "Summit for Democracy: Summary of Proceedings”, December 9-10,
2021, https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/12/23/summit-
for-democracy-summary-of-proceedings
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% Abstract:

This study examines the relationship between the strategic narratives
produced by American think tanks and the orientations of U.S. foreign
policy toward Algeria between 2011 and 2025, proceeding from the
premise that think tanks constitute one of the most prominent
informal actors within the American political system, given their role in
producing strategic knowledge and framing debates around

international and security issues.

The study analyses how Algeria has been constructed within the
published output of three major American think tanks - Brookings
Institution, Center for Strategic and International Studies CSIS,
and the Council on Foreign Relations CFR - and compares these
representations against the actual conduct of U.S. foreign policy
toward Algeria across three successive administrations: Obama,

Trump, and Biden, through to Trump's second term.

The three institutions approached the Algerian file differently,
reflecting their distinct intellectual orientations. Brookings tended to
engage with it through the lens of governance and political economy;
CSIS focused more consistently on its security and strategic
dimensions; while CFR drew on both currents. The study finds a partial
and selective convergence between think tank narratives and official
U.S. foreign policy toward Algeria, which is most pronounced in areas
relating to regional security, counterterrorism, energy, and Sahel

stability, and considerably narrower on questions of political reform

187



oSl

and governance, where successive American administrations opted
for a pragmatic approach that prioritised strategic interests over
political pressures. This selective convergence suggests that the role
of think tanks lies in contributing to the intellectual climate
surrounding decision-making, rather than in controlling or directly

steering it.

Keywords: Think tanks, U.S. foreign policy, Algeria, regional security,

the Sahel, energy, decision-making.
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