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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the dimensions of international rivalry between China and the United
States in the Mekong River Basin by focusing on the tools and strategies employed by each power
to enhance its influence in the region. The study is based on the hypothesis that the Mekong Basin
represents a strategic area for both powers. China seeks to expand its presence through economic
and Infrastructure Diplomacy, while the United States utilizes financial mechanisms and
empowers regional actors to contain China’s growing influence. The study adopts geopolitical and
historical approaches to understand the complex context of this competition and the factors that
have contributed to its emergence. It also analyzes the implications of this rivalry on the balance
of power across the broader geography of Southeast Asia. The study concludes that the
international competition in the Mekong Basin constitutes a new geopolitical flashpoint,
reflecting a struggle for influence between two powers, each striving to strengthen its regional

presence at the expense of the other.

Keywords: International Rivalry, The Mekong Basin, Southeast Asia.
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T Mekong River Commission. “Hydropower.”. Accessed April 20, 2025. In: https://www.mrcmekong.org/hydropower/
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