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Abstract

This study investigates the strategic relevance of small islands in the Pacific Ocean
within the broader geopolitical frameworks of both international and regional powers. It
sheds light on how these islands contribute to reshaping the global balance of power,

particularly as geopolitical competition intensifies over influence in this critical region.

As the Pacific becomes a focal point for strategic rivalry, small islands have gained
heightened attention from major global actors—posing challenges to the long-established
interests of regional powers. To provide a nuanced understanding of these dynamics, the
study examines the geopolitical context of the Pacific’s small islands, the historical
development of their island societies, and the influence of European exploration in

integrating them into the global arena.

The analysis also delves into the ambitions and strategic calculations of international and
regional powers, exploring the tools and mechanisms they deploy to assert dominance in the
area. The findings suggest that the competition in the Pacific transcends naval and military
dimensions, encompassing political, economic, and cultural layers. In this complex power

game, small islands emerge as strategic assets capable

Keywords: Small Islands, Pacific Ocean, Diplomacy, Geopolitical competition, international

balance of power.
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