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Summary:

This study aimed to analyze the developmental and geopolitical dimensions of
the Ethiopian Renaissance Dam project and its implications for the Nile Basin
countries, considering the basin as a strategic space where the interests of
upstream and downstream states intersect, particularly Ethiopia, Egypt, and
Sudan. The study focuses on the period from 2011 to 2015, which witnessed the
announcement of the project and the beginning of its construction, along with
significant political and diplomatic changes that reshaped regional balances. The
study relied on a scientific approach combining the descriptive-analytical
method and the case study method. The descriptive-analytical method was used
to collect and analyze data related to the dam, its developments, and its water,
developmental, and geopolitical dimensions, while the case study method
enabled an in-depth examination of the project as a complex case and the
assessment of its risks and impacts on the water security of downstream
countries and the balance of power within the Nile Basin. The study concluded
that the Renaissance Dam represents a developmental project for Ethiopia on
one hand, while on the other hand it generates complex geopolitical and water-
related challenges for neighboring countries, making crisis management
dependent on the ability of the involved parties to reach agreements that balance
development needs with regional water security requirements.

Keywords: Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, Nile Basin, water security,
geopolitics, Ethiopia, Egypt, Sudan, descriptive-analytical method, case study.
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