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Abstract of the Study

The aim of this study which is titled: University governance: A study in the
mechanisms of raising the level of performance of Algerian universities, to identify the
reality of the application of the principles of governance in the Algerian Universities based
on the theoretical framework with reference to the selected global experiences, in order to
know the responsiveness of field practice to the legal texts so as to determine the
shortcomings of the application of the governance principles in order to put forward
proposals for improving the application of these principles.

This study used two methods, a case study and quantitative method, to measure the
degree of application of governance principles at Skikda University were used, and a set of
approaches were employed, the most important being the legal approach to understand the
responsiveness of the legislative base to the principles of governance, the institutional
approach that helps to highlight the role of the structures in applying these principles, and
the system analysis approach to detect the ways of their application. Both the interview and
the questionnaire were used as tools for field study conducted to determine the reality of
the application of the principles of governance at the University of Skikda.

A set of conclusions was reached, four of which can be mentioned in the fact that the
transparency remains one of the most significant shortcomings impeding the good
application of the governance principles at the Algerian University. Secondly, the Algerian
university enjoys greater autonomy in the pedagogical field compared to the administrative
and financial fields. Thirdly, the legal richness of the set of rules of governance at the
Algerian university in contrast with the weakness of practice in the field. Finally, the
absence of a culture of evaluation of outcomes hinders the application of governance
principles at Skikda University.

The study recommends that it is necessary to take care of all the dimensions that
support the success of the implementation of the governance principles at the Algerian
University, i.e. the integration of different approaches related to the human, cultural,
organizational, legislative and financial aspects related to governance, and not to limit the
process to the institutional and legal dimensions only.
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D’innovation en Algérie-Etat des Lieux des Sciences Sociales en Algérie (Algérie: Projet CREAD/IRD,
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