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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of private security companies on regional
security in the African Sahel, with a particular focus on the reasons behind the
limited effectiveness of private security and military companies. It also proposes
a security-building model that preserves state sovereignty, taking the Algerian
security approach as a model based on this principle. The study is based on the
observation that security is no longer the exclusive responsibility of the state.
Instead, it has become a field in which private companies play an increasingly
significant role by providing a wide range of services, including protection,
training, security consulting, and cyber activities. The research focuses in
particular on several private security companies and their role in security
operations and interventions in conflicts across African states. The research
adopts the historical method to trace the evolution of the concept of the state's
monopoly on the legitimate use of force. It also employs geopolitical analysis to
understand the unique characteristics of the Sahel region and the challenges it
faces, including its vast geographical expanse, underdevelopment, fragile
borders, and other security-related issues, through a case study of the African
Sahel. The findings reveal that the activities of private security companies extend
beyond military functions to include cyber and intelligence domains, and that
reliance on these companies by some states may deepen dependency. The study
also shows that the Algerian security approach is based on three interconnected
dimensions: diplomatic action, support for development and regional
integration, and defense cooperation founded on partnership and respect for
sovereignty, as a means of addressing the growing security challenges in the
Sahel. The study concludes that achieving sustainable security in the region
requires strengthening state institutions, promoting development, and
enhancing African cooperation, rather than relying excessively on imported

security solutions.

Keywords: Private security companies, African Sahel, regional security, Algerian
security approach, sovereignty.
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