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Abstract

This study examines the asymmetric threats in the Sahel region and their
repercussions on Algerian national security by analyzing the case of the Azawad
movement as a central model for understanding the complex security dynamics
in Algeria’s southern regional neighborhood. Since 2012, developments in
northern Mali have generated an imbalanced security environment
characterized by the emergence of non-state armed actors, supported by the
collapse of state structures and the influx of weapons following the fall of the
Libyan regime in 2011. These conditions have created fertile ground for the
expansion of separatist movements and their convergence with terrorist
networks and transnational smuggling operations.

The core research problem lies in understanding the nature of the asymmetric
threat posed by the Azawad movement to Algerian security, considering the
intricate interplay of geographical, identity-based, and interest-driven factors
that shape the movement’s interactions with its surroundings. The study also
seeks to analyze Algeria’s response through a multidimensional security—
diplomatic approach aimed at containing these asymmetric threats.

The study highlights two main dimensions of the threat: first, the security risks
posed by cross-border infiltration of armed groups operating in an unstable
environment; and second, the potential repercussions of separatist activism in
the Azawad region on identity and stability in southern Algeria. The analysis is
based on a descriptive—analytical methodology and adopts a geopolitical
perspective to trace the evolving nature of asymmetric threats within the
Sahelian security space.

Keywords: Algerian security, asymmetric threats, Azawad movement, Sahel
region,armed non-state actors
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