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Abstract

=  Abstract:

This study explores the role of digital political marketing in enhancing
electoral performance, with a particular focus on the campaign of U.S. President
Barack Obama (2007-2008) as a pioneering model in integrating technological
dimensions into the core foundations of campaign management. The research
highlights how modern technology transformed traditional limitations by
enabling real-time, effective communication with the public through interactive
strategies based on digital platforms such as social media, websites and email.
These tools contributed significantly to voter mobilization and the swift and
efficient delivery of campaign messages. The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical and comparative methodology, in addition to content analysis, to
examine the relationship between the use of digital tools and the resulting media
and political success. It also analyses the counter-strategies employed by
McCain’s campaign in response to Obama’s digital approach. The study
concludes that digital political marketing is no longer a supplementary tool but
has become a central element in the management and execution of electoral
campaigns. Therefore, future campaigns must adopt an integrated approach that
aligns with ongoing technological transformations and enhances their
competitive edge.

= Keywords: Digital political marketing, electoral performance, Obama’s
2007-2008 campaign, social media, digital transformation.
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"HubSpot, Digital Marketing for Small Business Guide, updated 2022,
https://offers.hubspot.com/hubfs/Digital%20Marketing%20for%20Small%20Business%20Gu
1de%202022%20update.pdf

2 Ibid.

3 Ibid.

*Google, Fundamentals of Digital Marketing Course - Google Digital Garage, Skill shop,
accessed June 6, 2025, https://skillshop.exceedlms.com/student/collection/1384851/?locale=ar
5 Ibid.
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Prentice Hall, 2012), p190-193.
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! Robert Anderson, Barack Obama’s 2008 Presidential Campaign And Electoral Strategies
Enhancement Through Social Networking (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
2025), p18.
2 Ibid.
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UNITED STATES

ELECTIONS

2008 ale 4KV Loyl GLAIDU il Cpndiyall duan 5)50m :07 o8y J<& @

DEMOGRAPHIC GROUP OBAMA MCCAIN

TOTAL All Voters Pct 53% 45%

SEX Men 47 49 48
Women 53 56 43

RACE White 74 43 55
African-American 13 95 4
Hispanic 9 67 3
Asian 2 62 35
Other 3 66 31

B LS o)) 6360 Ay (B Cad antls] ialy L2015 ugiST 14 calad) gl (8 canyg LS ol 5360 Al !
hitps://www.youm7.com/story/2015/10/14/2388659 2025 sk 31 < g LY &5 Lol dudlia o lalf‘gi
2 Ibid., Anderson, Barack Obama’s 2008 Presidential Campaign.., p18
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= Source: Roper Center for Public Opinion Research. How Groups Voted in
2008. Accessed June 4, 2025. https://ropercenter.cornell.edu/how-groups-
voted-2008
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! Jennifer Aaker and Victoria Chang, Obama and the Power of Social Media and Technology
(Stanford: Stanford University Graduate School of Business, 2009).
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. Small Individual Contributions (< $200} £335.139,233 4498%
2
. Large Contributions $321218338 43.12%
. Other $88,626,223 11.89%
. Candidate self-financing 5o 0.00%
j Federal Funds 0 0.00%

' Marc Metekohy, The Barack Obama Strategy, "SlideShare presentation" (2009).

2 Ibid.

3 Center for Responsive Politics. Barack Obama: Campaign Finance/Money - 2008. "Open
Secrets". Accessed June 5, 2025.
https://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/candidate?1d=N00009638
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» Source: Center for Responsive Politics. Barack Obama: Campaign
Finance/Money —2008. "Open Secrets". Accessed June 5, 2025.
https://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/candidate?id=N00009638
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! John Doe, The Role of Digital Content in Obama's 2008 Campaign, 2008, p35.
2Ibid., p47.
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Barack Obama: Yes We Can

0217 08 v sl s 75 @ Barack Obama

Barack Obama speaks in Nashua, New Hampshire on the night of the primary.

=  Source: Obama, Barack. Yes We Can. YouTube video, 13:10. Uploaded
January 9, 2008. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fe751kMBwms
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' Barack Obama, Yes We Can (YouTube video, 13:10, January 9, 2008),
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fe751kMBwms
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= Source: Atkin, Hugh. Barack Roll. YouTube video, 1:31. Uploaded
September 8, 2008. https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=6510HNvTDH4
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"' Hugh Atkin, Barack Roll. (YouTube video, 1:31, uploaded September 8, 2008)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6510HNvTDH4
2 Jane Smith, Obama's Digital Strategy: A Case Study, 2008, p68.
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" John Doe, The Role of Digital Content in Obama's 2008 Campaign, p62.
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= Source: Social Media and the World Today: The Height of the Obama
Campaign and Social Media. Blogspot, March 9, 2013. Accessed June 1,
2025. https://socialmediaandworldtoday.blogspot.com/2013/03/the-
height-of-obama-campaign-and-social.html
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2 Baarda, Case Study of My.BarackObama.com.., 2012; Michaelsen, Brand Obama: How
Barack Obama.., 2015.
3 Robert Anderson, The Role of Viral Content in Obama's Campaign (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2025), p33-34.
4 Susan Miller, Obama's Digital Strategy: A Case Study (New York, NY: Penguin Press,
2025), p4s.
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“Obama owes his
victory to the internet...

= Source: Will, Lion. Obama’s Victory: Obama owes his victory to the
internet... Photograph, uploaded June 5, 2008. Flickr.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/will-lion/2552495748
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'Ibid., p46.
2 Anderson, The Role of Viral Content.., p35; Miller, Obama's Digital Strategy.., pA7-49.
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3 The Impact of Digital Transformation.., p25.
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' How Obama Won with Social Media, (New York: Penguin Press, 2025), p10.

2 Obama's Digital Strategy: A Case Study, (New York: Penguin Press, 2025), p15.
3 Ibid., p20.

* How Obama Won.., p25.
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3 Jane Smith, Barack Obama’s 2008 Presidential Campaign And Electoral Strategies
Enhancement Through Social Networking (New York: Penguin Press, 2025), p15.
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! The American Presidency Project, "Elections Statistics", Available at:
(https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/statistics/elections/2008).

10 Ga c SY Gl 3 (2aalY) dana?

3 Smith, Barack Obama’s 2008 Presidential Campaign.., p15.
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