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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of organized crime in Latin
America, with a particular focus on its connection to illicit drug trafficking and its
impact on both local and global security and stability. It is based on the premise
that organized crime in the region has evolved beyond a regional threat to
become a global concern due to the expansion of criminal networks and their
exploitation of globalization and institutional vulnerabilities. The study explores
the historical development and conceptualization of organized crime, examining
its structural links to drug trafficking as a primary source of funding. It further
investigates how geopolitical shifts have influenced trafficking patterns in Latin
America, identifying major global routes and highlighting the role of corruption
and violence in sustaining these networks. Moreover, the study evaluates
national and international strategies to combat organized crime, addressing the
limitations and opportunities associated with current approaches. Ultimately, it
concludes that an effective response requires genuine international cooperation,
strengthened legal frameworks, and sustainable economic and social
development as essential tools to mitigate the root causes and long—term

consequences of organized crime in the region.

Key words: Organized crime, illicit drug, Latin America, security

strategy, Globalization.
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2 Interpol. Organized Crime. Accessed May 20, 2025. https://www.interpol.int/Crimes/Organized-crime.
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2Abadinsky, Howard. Organized Crime. 10th ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2013.P. 67.
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