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Abstract

Abstract :

The European security landscape has been radically transformed by new
threats and renewed great power rivalry, The Russo-Ukrainian war, in
particular has forced many countries to reconsider their traditional security
principles and foreign policy orientations For small states at the crossroads of
major geopolitical interests these changes present significant risks and unique
opportunities, Balancing the imperatives of national sovereignty, economic
integration and collective security these states must continually adapt to
maintain their stability and influence. Finland exemplifies the challenges and
choices small states face in this turbulent environment, Thanks to its history
and its sensitive geographic location, sharing a long border with Russia Finland
has long prioritized stability and non-alignment as cornerstones of its foreign
policy. For decades military neutrality has enabled it to avoid entanglement in
great power conflicts, while building strong democratic institutions and a
pragmatic approach to international engagement However, the outbreak of the
Russo-Ukrainian war in 2022 marked a turning point a growing sense of threat,
coupled with a profound shift in public opinion led Finland to abandon its long-
standing policy of neutrality and seek NATO membership This historic decision
taken in 2023, reflected a broad political consensus that collective defense and
a close alliance with Western allies were now essential to protect national
security. This study analyzes and explains the major shifts in Finnish foreign
policy after 2022 with a particular focus on the impact of the Russia-Ukraine
war ,The study aims to understand how this conflict challenged Finland's long-
standing tradition of military neutrality and led to its historic decision to join
NATO, radically changing its security and foreign policy orientation.

Keywords : Foreign Policy, Finland, NATO, Russia.
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Douglas Nord : The Arctic Council: Governance within the Far North ,Routledge (New York, 2016)p22
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