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policy, Ukrainian crisis.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in the 1990s led to the replacement of the former
superpower by the Russian Federation and 14 neighbouring independent states. These
ones contained Russian-speaking minorities known as the Russian diaspora. These
minorities emerged due to various policies implemented by Russia, whether in the
Tsarist period by developing the sense of nationalism with Russification policies, or in
the Stalinist period which was characterized by mass migrations and genocides
throughout the Soviet Union, these procedures changed it linguistic and ethnic
composition and produced Russophones across the USSR. Along with the rise of
internal identity conflicts after the Cold War, Russia took advantage of the presence of
these minorities outside its borders to regain its status in the international arena and
impose its influence on neighbouring countries. It targeted those who became loyal to
the West, which Russia considers the main threat to its existence. Our study aims to
find out how Putin’s speeches on the issue of protecting Russophone minorities turned

into military intervention in Georgia in 2008, and Ukraine with the annexation of



Crimea in 2014 and during the current crisis in its eastern regions. In addition, we aim
to find out the role of Russkiy Mir Foundation within the Russian World project, all
these factors were the most prominent features of exploiting Russophone minorities

that reflect expansionist ambitions in Russian foreign policy.
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Republic Russian Consider language  Fluent in titular Are bilingual
population in of titular national language
republic
nationality their
mother tongue
Ukraine 221 1.6 32.8 77.2
Belarus 13.2 2.3 24.5 7.1
Uzbekistan 8.4 0.1 4.5 1.5
Kazalkhstan 37.8 0.0 0.9 11
Georgia 6.3 1.3 22.5 1.6
Azerbaijan 5.6 0.2 14.3 11
Lithuania 9.4 4.4 334 2.6
Moldova 13.0 0.9 11.2 1.3
Latvia 34.0 1.2 21.1 4.0
Kyrgyzstan 21.5 0.1 1.2 0.2
Tajikistan 7.6 0.1 3.5 0.3
Armenia 1.6 1.6 32.2 0.4
Turkmenistan 9.5 0.1 2.5 0.2
Estonia 30.3 14 13.7 1.4

Source: The new Russian diaspora Russian minorities in the former soviet republics, Vladimir shlapentokh p 52-
53.

'Emil Payin, “The Disintegration of the Empire and the Fate of the ‘Imperial Minority’,” in The New
Russian Diaspora: Russian Minorities in the Former Soviet Republics, ed. Vladimir Shlapentokh,
Munir Sendich, and Emil Payin (New York: Routledge, 2015), 52.
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1989 1989 1989 19992004 1999~ 1999-2004
2004
Titulars | Russians L1 Russian Titulars | Russians L1
speakers Russian
speakers
Armenia 3,083,616 |51,555 67,519 3,145,354 | 14,660 29563
93.3% 1.6% 20% 97.9% 0.5% 0.9%
Azerbaijan 5804980 |392304 529,723 7205500 141,700 N/A
82.7% 5.6% 7 5% 90.6% 1.8%
Belarus 7904623 |1,342099 |3,274235 8,159,073 | 1,141,731
77.9% 13.2% 323% 81.2% 11.4% 62 8%
Estonia 963,281 474834 551,551 930,219 351,178 406,755
61.5% 30.3% 352% 67.9% 25.6% 29.7%
Georgia 3,787,393 | 341,172 483,733 3,661,173 | 67,671 N/A
70.1%, 6.3% 9.04% 83.6% 1.5%
Kazakhstan 6,534,616 | 6,227 549 | 7,500,575 7.985,039 | 4479618 |IN/A
39.7% 37.8% 47 4% 53.4% 30.0%
Kyrgyzstan 2229663 |916558 1,091,334 3,128,147 | 603,201 N/A
52.4% 21.5% 25.6% 64.9% 12.5%
Latvia 1,387,757 | 905,515 1,133,298 1,370,700 | 703,200 N/A
52.0% 34.0% 42.5% 57.7% 29.6%
Lithuantia 2,924,251 344,455 434,390 2,907,300 | 219,800 277,318
79.6% 9.4% 12.1% 83.5% 6.3% 8.0%
Moldova 2,794,749 | 562,069 1,008,486
4.5% 13.0% 23.3% 75.8%: 5.9% 16.0%
Tajikistan 3,172,420 | 388,481 495,616 4 898,400 | 68,200 N/A
62.3% 7.6% 9. 7% 79.9% 1.1%
Turkmenistan | 2,536,606 | 333,692 421,332 N/A N/A N/A
72.0% 9.5% 12.0%
Ukraine 37,419,053 | 11 355,582 | 17,081 347 37,541,700 | 8,334,100
T27% 22:1% 33.2% 77.8% 17.3% 29 .64
Uzbekistan 14,142 475 | 1,653,478 | 2,153,599 N/A N/A N/A
71.4% 8.3% 10.9%
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Source: Aneta Pavlenko, “Multilingualism in Post-Soviet Countries: Language Revival, Language Removal, and
Sociolinguistic Theory,” International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism 11, no. 3-4 (July 2008):
284.
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Russian as a native tongue in Crimea and Sevastopol

Crimea  resnperskonsk oo s,

Dzhankoy 09:-00%
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Source : Al Jazeera America. “Map: Russian the Dominant Language in Crimea.” Last modified March 14, 2014.
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2 UNDP Georgia, “A Year After the War,” UNDP Georgia, August 7,
https://www.undp.org/georgia/stories/year-after-war.

82

2009,


https://www.undp.org/georgia/stories/year-after-war

!yl 3 ity Hsoliad | § Ling¥1 e pyall 85 did o ol s L)l

oo Sl et suad Al L y9 WLST o 2, Sually Apaliwd! 2l o)

46|, So¥ Lol yatudy L, SY A8, a0 BLUL 3 ¢ 15l9 Liwgyd 2014 (3 2,801 85 4

Ay oldedl YT Lee yaud conmedl I3 die Aialy duseling 2poliaadl cluxs Aalge
éUa.J‘ &mb

ore s (@lg LSl 8 0S| Al e Jad 3y clisog ) o801 835 dds plowas! O
G GLSGY sy Alilas e (T (| pd 0B g ¢ 901 sl e LS Csladl)
S 355 9 cLewgy s9u> b ugll cuibolsll Byles (Ui <2008 ale Lizygr (8 Lpagads o
9 o Al WY1 ool daal e 1l AST LoLas Lulus] BT Lea goalll saxll e ST
Shla ol Llas 8590 (e Lol AagSonll Lt ST (@l clizygar 3 i Lo uSle e
el e B <ol Js ol A OF (LslSol 3 850 Aead) sda (S5 @ Ay phu
LUL bl s et 4, S cllaluld) duples o oyl cribsloll Alasx)
Aigdgung,dl SlLUEW 10pue JSAT (onigs wlillas 3 2a8sll (oS 2agS> iy Auug,ll
Lewgy eaeiyppdll el @ Loy ¢ 3l cogimdly 3dll 3 dalsg Lol Sl (3 aipul) lls¥l
ggallly 3 yall el e ugll peds ol oS (9 Aegally b ol soall ]

il Jls 2014 4148 23 3 Aoy 248 Ay I AN o i) LSS QU gl
Lil,Sol wlldl e Gauadl o> Ly, wbllas iy cije uad alals dglea LeoS
Syl s oSy LAY sia las @l dsudl Gomall (e OF ddey (Asdgug,ll
2 LelalsT Alas Anlud ¥ Ayl Adosudl Joo 2008 als Ladais

G ppill § g pl] AL il L] ‘ol Lara Ryazanova-Clarke XS L5gi/ 5L, |,Y i "
S Al el o Lbpad Jy  Adred ] gyl plad] Lo J) Gsails pii] e ppdaisai mis Ll 4S5
Lyl L s cugpl] zosb’ JI Otise il SLET ppdll ids dsolioy 2014 § Foyli)] olbs
Jpdl 17 §.1989 ple § Lill] g blels Liwgs po ppil] "amgi Sale)” (ylig bumgl] Golaiw
sl e dwugpl] Sl oY i posd Amagp] AL Gumidly ogpl o corid] dja ey 2014
ouldd Ol cdpangyl] ALl il L) GICud] W orsaty gl et il] P Ariislodl oLl ] AST 87 LI
clia Ggdetry pell) ol s ¥y o sl i Jan Lo Iia geudlog Gillae S Siirme iils il ottt
3] Lyl L] Jf Liads Lo foia S Lisagy bk Lo Gylbng ol 9 995

Pieper, “Russkiy mir,” 17.
2Pieper, “Russkiy mir,” 17.
3Pieper, “Russkiy mir,” 17-18.

&3



Slyigall Bl 3 @l e daludl (o a3l Aoy lllas add a5l 0 oSG o

0¥l 3lizs (§ Azl Aeard8 Yl LoDl tgolies Joudl Os3lal) Bl ol Jy 2 yall Boues, |

oled Klal Layl oy 1990 alad ualy Blisey 1975 alad Siuda 4dlasly (suzall

Bilae "I L), Sol sgug saliwy JMaTwly" Ly, 448 el G 1994 alad ceunlagy

oo W95l Augeill Lambal (o (o Lo g0 AlisS (9931 SLADYI s Bualas J] Leolosas!
[REVEYOR (P

Sl ] Lswg; oo s Az (rad Azl Lol § 028 Ly oyl ol 0]
pedd 4,Suall Lelsd a0 6551 & ey ol Bolews alis>l @ Joudl Ogilall gooliny
oludly cllasedl oy pa8ba! 1da o Oglloell dag a8y (lasgus )l Agdgug Il lIsY
G I3l oSy gladl udin oydll alidy M i Liwg)y yyp A38 Ui lie Ao (]
3 e Jle 350 589098

O 3] "Gl gladdl” psida cpa slamdl o ol Lzl Lisws) Al 3llais
i) Gilidgadl slar¥l IS5 way il 3 Lebih Ly alasiad 3 Jiems 6,531 )l
o Glewd! 1da 3 Ruth Deyermond wiga s &i9) caSog cdalaidl 3 dwliwguzd! L&l
448 055 51" Budgradl sVl oy Le” 7 39 IS (p0 3m s Lang dan ol LS
g3l 352,085 Fiona Hill Jua Ligsd a0l 1 3 dusgus A5l e L ylaell Joall 53l
(A9 I 4S5 0¥l lEMal) 5y5la ey Alog e Aummylid) 0 9540 Cnses 208 oL Clifford Gaddy
LYy Bl a2 Bolea s Jg Le dams @1 Bumg) Ausliadl 5920l LT e Liswsy s 40T
Zalall Laaloshs 3 die pall ol Lodlug Ssleadl Jp> Lowgy wllas of osiLl
2aakall @ Lelae oloxs Lpluobiw § B S0 0udis iy o 8o,

Sl @9 .oo9larld aLE Ll Sol 8ol (3 Liswgy coyeddl cpyall Byuir 4 @uos uasd

o9l onibo ol aazmy (gl goalll Jaladl I3 (o il ceellatanl <" g9 1 @ILadl" Loy
Lesgy @ Jiail) 1 ool e Bylaedl 2uiamlg Buslg duga ) s Lamdly ygaidly Aslatll 1Sy

Lysblaadl 578 P deluzin! @ Glas (¥ Ayl dasSxdl wolaiwl

Lylo¥ 8ylacud) e LslySol Byde gy Lwgy o hilad) Sl e STl (8 yn all

¥ gl " g dl @Il S sgunny LilSsl 8 Lisolis Bl AasSadl cday o L]
EVSHISVLH ) KELIPRNPEL AN NES S (IR Y O crwmd Lol Lwgy sgu> Ao jnidy

Pieper, “Russkiy mir,” 18.
2Pieper, “Russkiy mir,” 19.

84



LeS om0, Ll L e Bz ylied) Ml e liad! Jso Ly collas: cay ol
b CBlaal gyl Al Ogtumall puer o U colinadll § sl aule o
Gl Bgaztl sgusdl o eadisgiy wliddl de 8,54, guwo ! @llall bl 4Sids s

Miselise LAY s 5929 Lisgy Jaiand AIMS (pad . Lasey o

il o0 2014 Goyle § Oigr s (@ "ol @Iladl” ) 85U (o @)l e
oibos o ¥l Lle Il g5 Bale] ils Uy Jalons o Lswgy OF ¥ cppll 85052 a3
Oly lpanss 3 Lpabn Lalaw W Gl 3Sue colS 2uugydl 2agSadl oF JI ada dag
G229 Lays oSell oo 096 o arall oo idye Lol ST uinl (ol § 2,Suall @l yalall
Lol ! Adogadl SIS 3 g Aliw OB (Logung AST wlidpall Led 06S5 o> @
s, Lo gSCl) 3 J) S e el el e Sll] Zaladl lBSall S S sLetialy
Ao 46538 ey e 3555 ¥ LS L Jusll e O Lileyl ules e o @lad s
Slddl agal dablall calgadl (s Ly mio wdd a8l Byaje dudd Lot Layuns 9
23 a0 @l s R lil) Layls, s 28Latll ALK

Pieper, “Russkiy mir,” 20.
2Pieper, “Russkiy mir,” 21.

85



2001 Lcwd Ll ySgi 3 ol 2408 Bang Il 20 Aabo L) SLBY 6595 Jias Ay y5 8 o8, S

Russian as a native tongue Iin Ukraine
Chemihiv
)
Voly.n Rivne Chernihiv Sy
Lutsk Zhytomyr Koy city
L~ Khmelnytskyi Kiev
Lviv Poltava
Ternopil
Cherkasy
Ivano-Frankivsk Vinnytsia
: Kirovohrad
Zanpnite Chernivtsi Dnepropetmvsk
Mykolaiv
Odessa
0-10% 4 55%- °-.— Kherson
11-40% 66%+
Percent by region of residents of Ukraine who identified
Russian as their native tongue, as of 2001
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Source: Al-Ukrainian poputation census 2001, State Statistics Committee of Ukrane

Source : Al Jazeera America. “Mapping Ukraine’s Identity Crisis.” Last modified February 24, 2014.
http://america.aljazeera.com/multimedia/2014/2/mapping-ukraine-sidentitycrisis.html.
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