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Abstract

This study examined the influence of the political leadership "Vladimir
Putin"on the Russian foreign policy, by focusing on new orientations of this
policy towards the Middle East, by studying the case of the Syrian crisis and
how it was influenced by Russian foreign policy.

President Vladimir Putin's character has played an important role in
changing the orientations of Russian foreign policy towards the Middle East in
general and Syria in particular in light of the current Syrian crisis, Where the
orientations of the Russian political leadership started from the need to maintain
the Russian interests in a unipolar world, which necessitated the formulation of a
comprehensive policy for various political, economic and military fields and the
mobilization of all material and moral strength factors. Therefore, Putin did base
his foreign policy on a cooperative vision not confrontation with the United
States, as in the case of the Soviet Union, nor subordination as it was under the
rule of Boris Yeltsin.

Russia's new foreign policy under Putin aims to preserve three main powers
for Russia: Russia as a nuclear power, Russia as a major power in international
relations, and Russia as an influential global force in the political, economic and
military spheres. Based on that, Russia's interests were determined at the
international level, mainly to ensure the sovereignty of Russia, to support its
status as a superpower and as a center of influence in a multipolar world.

Syria is the most important foothold in the region for Russia, and it is

central in Putin's calculations, Moscow is considered as the first international




ally of the Syrian regime. Therefore, the Russian behaviour towards the Syrian
crisis expressed the clear and explicit insistence on supporting the Syrian regime
materially, politically, diplomatically and militarily. It is clear that the Russian
positions in support of the Syrian regime were only one of the papers used to
compete with the United States and Western countries, which allows them to
maintain their geopolitical and strategic presence in the region. It is clear that the
Russian position in support of the Syrian regime was only one of the papers used
to compete with the United States and Western countries, which allows it to

maintain its geopolitical and strategic presence in the region.
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