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Abstract :

This study investigates Russia’s strategic use of soft power in its foreign policy amid shifting
geopolitical dynamics and the growing prominence of indirect influence tools within a
multipolar international system. It specifically examines the BRICS+ framework as an
alternative institutional platform through which Moscow seeks to reposition itself as a major

power without relying primarily on conventional hard power instruments.

The findings reveal that Russia has mobilized a multipolarity discourse and cultivated
partnerships with Global South countries by offering academic scholarships, deploying media
channels such as RT, and instrumentalizing religious and cultural elements to construct
alternative alliances. However, the efficacy of these soft power strategies remains constrained
by structural limitations, including Russia’s relatively low cultural attractiveness, the
disconnect between its pluralist rhetoric and domestic authoritarian practices, and internal

competition within BRICS+, particularly with China and India.

While Moscow has succeeded in challenging elements of the Western-dominated liberal order-
most notably by supporting the creation of parallel financial institutions-its soft power arsenal
remains underdeveloped as a tool for global leadership. The study concludes that Russia must
craft a more open, adaptive, and post-Soviet model of soft power capable of aligning its
strategic narratives with consistent policy actions.

Key words : Soft Power, Russia, Foreign Policy, BRICS+, Multipolarity, International System.
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TWilson, Dominic, and Roopa Purushothaman. Dreaming With BRICs: The Path to 2050. Global Economics Paper
No. 99, Goldman Sachs, 2003. P. 27.

2Wilson and Purushothaman, Dreaming With BRICs, 28.

3 Eric Vinicius da Silva Santana and Paulo Nascimento de Carvalho, “The Rise of the BRICS as a World Power in the
Architecture of the International Financial System in the Post-Subprime Crisis,” Revista Aurora 10, no. 2 (2017): p.

29.
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Amnistie Generale, “Les BRICS: Quel poids économique et géopolitique pour ces 5 Ftats?” : juuall

Amnistie Générale (blog), 3 mars 2021.2
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(blog), 3 mars 2021. https://amnistiegenerale.wordpress.com/2021/03/03/les-brics-quel-poids-economique-et-

geopolitique-pour-ces-5-etats/.
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1Santana and de Carvalho, “The Rise of the BRICS,” p. 32
2BRICS. VIl BRICS Summit — Ufa Declaration. Ufa, Russia, July 9, 2015. Accessed May 14, 2025.

https://www.gov.br/mre/en/contact-us/press-area/press-releases/vii-brics-summit-ufa-declaration

3Santana and de Carvalho, “The Rise of the BRICS,” p. 33.

81


https://www.gov.br/mre/en/contact-us/press-area/press-releases/vii-brics-summit-ufa-declaration

Heog ) Aae Ll 89801 Jeast) Alucie HyainS + Sy i Jyadll

(B, Baate Lolaglially Lodasll jo5e3 2.3

D9l e aS59 3L Bauarll Zusolas bl Lo 31 oo Apeso )l Ll & (a8l e gazma cipad
& @b mall misly (28,S clldg (S Aol lazil) ae Joladdl § Busill @all) g 9l
Adlad) Slumddl dllae § 8:LaSIlg Adlaall o 1ST Hud Glass e (uSaiiw Addal] Alaall
Buaziwdl

Mgzl g " Jleddl” o goaladl Al uadl e dasll 24

f_éls.'il\ B p._n..u.ﬁ.'i.n S9l=s Jl FYNL]) A._g.b._\.“ M ‘3 SIS sl mALa.l‘ a.c.}o_'pl\ JB7S
ij_'ﬁb Bag g Lacdl oy Buay Agglas GSL@.’: o299 Aalidly Aouaul! Joudl oy oles WLkt é..U\
(Al — =il 3,505 e

: (BRICS Action Plan)@ils Jae s an9 2.5

ylse wlelein ) pe eliadl Oolardl eulaind Dyt otz Apzegiliinel Joe Aas aings degazell cusld
AL Ll Aelazad (lessg csbiae¥l o Oglatdl sgea @abais Lro Budl cauellad olatiag
Llad eie dumy Ll auls yaisll Jleel Jgio ol sbac¥l (o gglasddl Sligtus ygkat aag
4l § sl oty oo Muand calidd! Wlald claliwd ) 8yl ¢ uarzad] J) Al (o 7ol

18> gals Baglad ayliie ghatlly i lg Azl

Aslazdl Slel 2! (adyg Adoudl Bylmtll juymd dpeal (e (uSp Ao gazma Sudd (el Lasls
el Jgadl 2eass Sl Aamyos uen Ll Aals ¢ 4ST1 91 paamy Lalius (@19 Jaladl geidl 5l (41
.25..).:-\.4,4_‘\3

Tibid, p. 31.
2Santana and de Carvalho, “The Rise of the BRICS,” p. p. 32 — 34.

82



Heog ) Aae Ll 89801 Jeast) Alucie HyainS + Sy i Jyadll

L Sadl iS5 3 W clucwsll 3

(NDB) &eaiil] (i iy 3.1

BolaieS Aall glaid Apie § oyde 09 of (e 2014 ale "5l 1llyed" 2ed D> uesls
Joall Ligluade Mt cyouins 6313) SSoage il ey "6 ¥oull" allasld oty Ale Lo allas 315 4]
(ALY Bauate LuwieS i) AuBlaan oo 35a39 1Al 3lsesl (3 3lanll T (uSay Las celiacl
JLtls Apadandl AU clucwsl] 851a) Adgadl sueall cala¥ell 5Ky Aoyl i) uawls ele U3y
Aaiilly Amall Addl ao)line bised ore Muad ALy (59,8 Aaie adsT 5o il Bl oF

5331 &l Joudly uSadl Joo (§ delaiad|

Ab iy olasdl Gguie 3.2

AW Sl ¥l 8 slae¥l Joull A Wgiadl pead 3K toollall o Las¥) 48051 Couaals
Counls a8y . Joudl waidl Bouie e olexe¥l Julasy JUI HLanad 553 J) ablasd b
& S ¢ S iy s lel pe Lo s Aalasll 593 (assan) doyall c¥gleall dylrinlS
G sle pe Ll casl Buzeil) cldsll Jib (e 8, 0y 2ols Bpudantl AW Slucgl) o]

a1, LY 8ol Aol olaid ¥l clucwyl] dusgs

s (JalS quloglss yaiho JSa (wSondl degazme cadiesl 2009 ale § "§aus 58, 208" e
ST ) eedll sda gy . puasedl Joull (o IS (8 coslilly alas i g dad ale S 3 ddai cum o]
WMl & Aols ity (s3Lazd W1 Llas 31509 adoul) ALl (e oslaldl ol 2w I LU
sda pasely JWI Joaztly 2 959%1 ales¥l of Busall cli¥sll die 51 Jos ilegazma of Jos 2e

:M.EJ\

25190 .00 6,83 Gew 220 ol &,’.Lc. ?Ua.’j.'au u,«S._’)., Jgo Jiss g&,e.bl.'bu éﬁj})bl.&." aee !
2 Géoconfluences, « BRICS+ (anciennement BRIC puis BRICS) », Ecole normale supérieure de Lyon, 2023, en ligne:

https://geoconfluences.ens-lyon.fr/glossaire/bric (consulté le 14 mai 2025).
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2 Géoconfluences, « BRICS+ (anciennement BRIC puis BRICS) ».

3 Soumya Bhowmick and Arya Roy Bardhan, BRICS Plus: Enhancing Multilateralism and Macroeconomic

Opportunities (Observer Research Foundation, 2023), [PDF file], https://www.orfonline.org/wp-

content/uploads/2023/09/ORF IssueBrief 662 BRIICS-Multilateralism.pdf. P. p. 292 - 291.
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“The Kazan BRICS summit declaration has reaffirmed our states’ shared commitment to build
a more democratic, inclusive, multipolar world. We have also affirmed a shared determination

to combat practices of using illegitimate sanctions or undermining traditional moral values,”’
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Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, BRICS Expansion and the Future of World Order: Perspectives from

Member States, Partners, and Aspirants, 2025, https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2025/03/brics-

expansion-and-the-future-of-world-order-perspectives-from-member-states-partners-and-aspirants?lang=en ( 3
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"In the Run-Up to the BRICS+ Summit: Russia’s BRICS+ Soft Power Offensive in Fashion and Sport. PRIF Blog, 10

October 2024. https://blog.prif.org/2024/10/10/in-the-run-up-to-the-brics-summit-russias-brics-soft-power-

offensive-in-fashion-and-sport/. Accessed 22 May 2025.
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