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Abstract

In recent years, Russia has strategically recalibrated its foreign policy in
Africa, seeking to reassert itself as a global power by deepening its footprint
across the continent. This renewed engagement is driven by Moscow's desire to
counter Western isolation, particularly in the wake of the Ukraine conflict, by
forging multidimensional partnerships rooted in pragmatism and mutual
interest. The approach rests on three key pillars: robust military collaboration,
expansive economic ventures, and high-level diplomatic outreach. Militarily,
Russia has positioned itself as a central security ally for Sahel nations-
especially Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso offering training, equipment, and
operational support. The transition from the notorious Wagner Group to the
state-backed "Africa Corps" signals a more structured and enduring military
presence. On the economic front, Russia is steadily expanding its influence
through strategic investments in energy, nuclear cooperation, agriculture, and
infrastructure development. Notably, it has inked nuclear agreements with over
20 African states and increased food and fertilizer exports as part of its broader
soft power strategy. Diplomatically, Moscow has amplified its presence
through summits like the Russia- Africa Forum and a series of high-profile
visits by Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, aiming to portray Russia as a
reliable, non- colonial partner. Yet, despite these efforts, Russia's ambitions
face tangible constraints, including relatively modest investment levels
compared to China or the EU, as well as instability in some partner states.
Nevertheless, this recalibrated policy reflects a calculated, long-term strategy
to establish Russia as a decisive player in Africa's future-one that challenges
the traditional dominance of Western powers through tailored engagement,

strategic symbolism, and the promise of sovereign partnership.

Keywords : Military Cooperation, Russian Influence in Africa, Economic Partnership,

Diplomatic Presence, Foreign Policy.
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Figure 1: The order of regional priorities in Russian foreign-policy concepts, 2000-23
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