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Abstract

The European political scene has witnessed a rapid rise of the far-right in recent years—a

political movement that adopts a strict nationalist discourse rooted in cultural identity and a

rejection of the “other,” particularly immigrants. Several factors have contributed to this rise,

including recurring economic crises, rising unemployment, fears of losing national identity,

and violent or terrorist events that have fueled a general sense of insecurity. In this context,

the Maghrebi community—one of the largest Muslim communities in Europe—has become a

direct target of this extremist discourse. In the media and politics, they are often portrayed

as the “other” threatening European values. As a result, this community suffers from

repeated waves of discrimination and exclusion, whether in the job market, housing, or

education, in addition to being subjected to heightened security surveillance and negative

stereotypes.

This impact is also evident in the growing mistrust between Maghrebi youth and state

institutions, which reinforces feelings of marginalization and cultural disconnection. There is

also a noticeable increase in identity—based counter—discourses within the community as a

reaction to racist policies, which can lead to persistent social tensions and hinder integration

efforts. The memorandum highlights that this general climate particularly affects second and

third—generation Maghrebis, who, despite being born in Europe, are still treated as perpetual



immigrants. Many analysts argue that current policies, influenced by far-right party

pressure—such as strict immigration laws and bans on religious symbols—further deepen

the sense of rejection and discrimination.

On the other hand, the memorandum warns of the serious consequences of this extremist

shift on the cohesion of European societies and calls for a necessary review of public

policies to ensure justice and equality. It also stresses the importance of integrating the

Maghrebi community politically and culturally, and of creating space for their expression and

participation instead of marginalizing them. The memorandum concludes by affirming that

combating extremism—whether far-right or religious—cannot be achieved through exclusion,

but through dialogue, education, and fair integration policies that respect cultural specificities

and uphold human rights.
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